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In the Senate, 13tn March, 1S50, Air. rouc.r.AS, from (he 
Committee on Territories, presented and read a very long 
Report on affairs in Kansas. Mr. Collamek also present 
cd and read a Minority Report As goon as the reading 
was completed, Mr. Summer took the floor, und made the 
following remarks : 

Mr. SUMNER. In those two reports, the whole 
subject is presented characteristically on both 
sides. In the report of the majority, the true 
issue is smothered ; in that of the .minority, the 
true issue stands forth as a pillar of fire' to guide 
the country. The first report proceeds from four 
Senators ; but against it I put, fearlessly, the re- 
port signed by a single Senator, [Mr. Collamer, j 
to whom I offer my thanks for this service. Let 
the two go abroad together. Error is harmless, 
while reason is left free to combat it. 

I have no desire to precipitate the debate on 
this important question, under which the coun- 
try already shakes from aide to side, and which 
threatens to scatter from its folds civil war. Nor, 
indeed, am I disposed to enter upon it until I 
have had the opportunity of seeing, in print, the 
elaborate documents which have been read to us 
to-day. But I cannot allow the subject to pass 
away, even for this hour, without repelling, at 
once, distinctly and unequivocally, the assault 
which has been made upon the Emigrant Aid 
Company of Massachusetts. That Company has 
done nothing for which it can be condemned un- i 
der the laws and Constitution of the land. These | 



it has not offended in letter or spirit; not in the 
slightest letter, or in the remotest spirit. It ie 
true, it has sent men to Kansas ; and had it not 
a right to send them ? It is true, I trust, that its 
agents love Freedom, and hate Slavery ; and have 
they not a right to do so? Their effence has this 
extent, and nothing more. Sir, to the whole ar- 
raignment of that Company, in the report of the 
Committee on Territories, I new for them plead 
" Not Guilty I " and confidently appeal to the 
country for that honorable Acquittal which is 
due to their patriot services. 

The outrages in Kansas are vindicated, or ex- 
tenuated, by the alleged misconduct of the Emi- 
grant Aid Company. Very well, sir; a bad cause 
is naturally staked on untenable ground. You 
cannot show the misconduct. Any such allega- 
tion will fail. And you now begiii your game 
with loaded dice. 

Afterwards. 19th March, Mr Dovulas introduced - A 
Bill to authorize the peop'e of the Territory of Kansas to 
form a Constitution and State Government, and to pro 
vide for their admission into the Union when they have 
the requisite population." Subsequently. Mr. Sewabi* 
moved, by way cf substitute, another Hill, piovii'ing for 
immediate action, and entitled "A Hill for the admissii ;i 
of the State of Kansas into the Union." Debute ensued, 
and was continued, by adjournment, from time to time 
In the course of this debate, on the lOih und SOth Ma. . Mr 
Si'M.NfR made the following speech : 
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Mr. President : 

Yoa are now called to redress a great trans- 
gression. Seldom in the history of nations has 
such a question been presented. Tariffs, army 
bills, navy bills, land bills, are important, and 
justly occupy your care ; but these all belong to 
the course of ordinary legislation. As means 
and instruments only, they are necessarily sub- 
ordinate to the conservation of Government itself. 
Grant them or deny them, in greater or less 
degree, and you will inflict no shock. The ma- 
chinery of Government will continue to move. 
The State will not cease to exist. Far otherwise 
is it with the eminent question now before you, 
involving, as it does, Liberty in a broad Terri- 
tory, and also involving the peace of the whole 
country with our good name in history forever- 
more. 

Take down your map, sir, and you will find 
that the Territory of Kansas, more than any other 
region, occupies the middle spot of North Amer- 
ica, equally distant from the Atlantic on the east, 
and the Pacific on the west; from the frozen 
waters of Hudson's Bay on the north, and the tepid 
Gulf Stream o-i the south, constituting the precise 
territorial centre of the whole vast Continent. _ To 
such advantages of situation, on the very high- 
way between two oceans, are added a soil of un- 
surpassed richness, and a fascinating, undula- 
ting beauty of surface, with a health-giving 
climate, calculated to nurture a powerful and 
generous people, worthy to bo a central pivot of 
American Institutions. A few short months only 
have passed since this spacious mediterranean 
country was open only to the savage, who ran 
wild in its woods and prairies; and now it has 
already drawn to its bosom a population of free- 
men larger than Athens crowded within her his- 
toric gates, when her sons, under Miltiades, won 
Liberty for mankind on the field of Marathon ; 
more than Sparta contained when she ruled 
Greece, and sent forth her devoted children, 
quickened by a mothers benediction, to return 
with their shields or on them ; more than Rome 
gathered on her seven hills, when, under her 
kings, she commenced that sovereign sway, 
which afterwards embraced the whole earth; 
more than London held, when, on the fields of 
Crecy and Agincourt, the English banner was 
carried victoriously over the chivalrous hosts of 
Prance. 



Against this Territory, thus fortunate in posi- 
tion and population, a Crime ha3 been committed, 
which is without example in the records of the 
Past. Not in plundered provinces or in the 
cruelties of selfish governors will you find its 
parallel ; and yet there is an ancient instance, 
which may show at least the path of justice. In 
the terrible impeachment by which the great 
Roman Orator has blasted through all time the 
name of Verres, amidst charges of robbery and 
sacrilege, the enormity which most aroused the 
indignant voice of his accuser, and which still 
stands forth with strongest distinctness, arresting 
the sympathetic indignation of all who read the 
story, is, that away in Sicily he had scourged a 
citizen of Rome — that the cry "I am a Roman 
citizen " had been interposed in vain against the 
lash of the tyrant governor. Other charges were, 
that he had carried away productions of art, and 
that he had violated the sacred shrines. It was 
in the presence of the Roman Senate that this 
arraignment proceeded ; in a temple of the Fo- 
rum ; amidst crowds — such as no orator had 
ever before drawn together — thronging the por- 
ticos and colonnades, even clinging to the house 
tops and neighboring slopes — and under the 
anxious gaze of witnesses summoned from the 
scene of crime. But an audience grander far — 
of higher dignity — of more various people and or 
wider intelligence — the countless multitude ol 
succeeding generations, in every land, where elo- 
quence has been studied or where the Roman name 
has been recognised — has listened to the accusa- 
tion, and throbbed with condemnation of the crim- 
inal. Sir, speaking in an age of light and in aland 
of constitutional liberty, where the safeguards of 
elections are justly placed among the highest 
triumphs of civilization, I fearlessly assert that 
the wrongs of much-abused Sicily, thus memora- 
ble in history, were small by the side of the 
wrongs of Kansas, where the very shrines of pop- 
ular institutions, more sacred than any heathen 
altar, have been desecrated ; where the ballot- 
box, more precious than any work, in ivory or 
marble, from the .cunning hand of art, has been 
plundered ; and where the cry " I am an Ameri- 
can citizen " has been interposed in vain agaftist 
outrage of every kind, even upon life itself. Are 
you against sacrilege ? I present it for your ex- 
ecration. Are you against robbery? I hold it 
up to your scorn. Are you for the protection of 
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American citizens? I show you how their dear- 
est rights have been cloven down, while a Tyran- 
nical Usurpation has sought to install itself on 
their very necks ! 

But the wickedne-xs which I now begin to ex- 
pose is immeasurably aggravated by the motive 
which prompted it. Not in any common lust for 
power did this uncommon tragedy have its ori- 
gin. It is the rape of a virgin Territory, com- 
pelling it tc the hateful embrace of Slavery; 
and it may be clearly traced to a depraved long- 
ing for *» new slave State, the hideous offspring 
of such a crime, in the hope of adding to the 
pvwer of Slavery in the National Government. 
Yes, sir, when the whole world, alike Christian 
and Turk, is rising up to condemn this wrong, 
and to make it a hissing to the nations, here in 
our Republic, force — aye, sir, FORCE — has been 
openly employed in compelling Kansas to this 
pollution, and all for the sake of political power. 
There is the simple fact, which you will vainly 
attempt to deny, but which in itself presents an 
essential wickedness that makes other public 
crimes seem like public virtues. 

But this enormity, vast beyond comparison, 
swells to dimensions of wickedness which the 
iimagination toils in vain to grasp, when it is un- 
derstood, that for this purpose are hazarded the 
horrors of intestine feud, not only in this distant 
Territory, but everywhere throughout the coun- 
try. Already the muster has begun. The strife 
is no longer local, but national. Even now, while 
I speak, portents hang on all the arches of the 
horizon, threatening to darken the broad land, 
which already yawns with the mutterings of 
tivil war- The fury of the propagandists of Sla- 
very, and tie calm determination of their oppo- 
nents, are now diffused from the distant Teriito- 
-ry over wide-spread communities, and the whole 
•country, in all its extent — marshalling hostile 
•divisions, and foreshadowing a strife, which, un- 
less happily averted by the triumph of Freedom, 
will become war — fratricidal, parricidal war — 
with an accumulated wickedness beyond the 
wickedness of any war in human annals ; justly 
provoking the avenging judgment of Providence 
and the avenging pen of history, and constituting 
a strife, in the lauguage of the ancient writer, 
more than foreign, more than social, more than 
civil; but something compounded of all these 
strifes, .and in itself more than war; sed polius 
commune guoddam ex omnibus, et plus quam bellum. 

Such is the Crime which you are to judge. 
But the criminal al&t) must be dragged into day, 
that you may see and measure the power by 
which ill this wrong is sustained. From no 
common sourc« could it proceed. In its perpe- 
tration, was needed a spirit of vaulting ambition 
which would hesitate at nothing; a hardihood 
of purpose which was insensible to the judgment 
of mankind; a madness for Slavery which should 
disregard the Constitution, the laws, and all the 
great examples of our history; also a conscious- 
ness of power such as come3 from the habit 
• of power; a combination of energies found only 
in a hundred arms directed by a hundred eyes ; 
a control of Public. Opinion, through venal pens 
and a prostituted press; an ability to subsidize 



crowds in every vocation of life — the politician 
with his local importance, the lawyer with his 
subtle tongue, and even the authority of the 
judge on the bench ; and a familiar use of men 
in places high and low, so that none, from the 
President to the lowest border postmaster, should 
decline to be its tool ; all these things and more 
were needed ; and they were found in the Slave 
Power of our Republic. There, sir, stands the 
criminal — all unmasked before you — heartless, 
grasping, and tyrannical — with an audacity be- 
yond that of Verres, a subtlety beyond that of 
Machiavel, a meanness beyond that of Bacou, 
and an ability beyond that of Hastings. Justice 
to Kansas can be secured only by the prostra- 
tion of this influence ; for this is the Power be- 
hind — greater than any President — which suc- 
cors and sustains the Crime. Nay, the proceedings 
I now arraign derive tbeir fearful consequence 
only from this connection. 

In now opening this great matter, I am not in- 
sensible to the austere demands of the occasion ; 
but the dependence of the crime against Kansas 
upon the Slave Power is so peculiar and import- 
ant, that I trust to be pardoned while I impress 
it by an illustration, which to some may seem 
trivial. It is related in Northern mythology, that 
the god of Force, visiting an enchanted region, 
was challenged by his royal entertainer to what 
seemed a humble feat of strength — merely, sir, 
to lift a cat from the ground. The god smiled 
at the challenge, and, calmly placing his hand 
under the belly of the animal, with superhuman 
strength, strove, while the back of the feline 
monster arched far upwards, even beyond reach, 
and one paw actually forsook the earth, until at 
last the discomfited divinity desisted ; but he 
was little surprised at his defeat, when he learn- 
ed that this creature, which seemed to be a cat, 
and nothing more, was not merely a cat, but that 
it belonged to and was a part of the great Ter- 
restrial Serpent, which, in its innumerable folds, 
encircled the whole globe. Even so the creature, 
whose paws are now fastened upon Kansas, what- 
ever it L«.ay S'-?m to be, constitutes in reality a 
part of the Slave Power, which, with loathsome 
folds, is now coiled about the whole land. Thus 
do I expose the extent of the present contest, 
where we encounter not merely local resistance, 
but also the unconquered sustaining arm behind. 
But out of the vastness of the Crime attempted, 
with all its woo and shame, I derive a well- 
founded assurance of a commensurate vastness 
of effort against it, by the aroused masses of the 
country, determined not only to vindicate Right 
against Wrong, but to redeem the Republic from 
the thraldom of that Oligarchy, which prompts, 
directs, and concentrates, the distant wrong. 

Such is the Crime, and such the criminal, which 
it is my duty in this debate to expose, and, by 
the blessing of God, this duty shall be done com- 
pletely to the end. But this will not be enough. 
The Apologies, which, with strange hardihood, 
have been offered for the Crime, must be torn 
away, so that it shall stand forth, without a sin- 
gle rag, or fig-leaf, to cover its vilcness. And, 
finally, the True Remedy must be shown. The 
subject is complex in its relations, as it is trans- 
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cendent in importance ; und jet, if I am honored 
by your attention, I hope to exhibit it clearly in 
all its parts, while I conduct you to the inevita- 
ble conclusion, that Kansas must be admitted at 
once, with her present Constitution, as a State 
of this Union, and give a new star to the blue 
field of our National Flag. And here I derive 
satisfactiou from the thought, that the cause is 
so strong in itself as to bear even the infirmities 
of its advocates ; nor can it require anything be- 
yond that simplicity of treatment and modera- 
tion of manner which I desire to cultivate. Its 
true character is such, that, like Hercules, it will 
conquer just so soon as it is recognised. 

My task will be divided under three different 
heads ; first, the Crime against Kansas, in its 
origin and extent; secondly, the Apologies for 
the Crime; and thirdly, the True Remedy. 

But, before entering upon the argument, I must 
say something of a general character, particu- 
larly in response to what has fallen from Senators 
who have raised themselves to eminence on this 
floor in championship of human wrongs ; I mean 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Butler,] 
and the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douglas,] 
who, though unlike as Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza, yet, like this couple, sally forth together 
in the same adventure. I regret much to miss 
the elder Senator from his seat ; but the cause, 
against which he has run a tilt, with such activ- 
ity of animosity, demands that the opportunity of 
exposing him should not be iiost; and it is for 
the cause that I speak. Tha Senator from South 
Carolina has read many books of chivalry, and be- 
lieves himself a chivalrous knight, with sentiments 
of honor and courage. Of course he has chosen a 
mistress to whom he has made his vows, and who, 
though ugly to others, is always lovely to him ; 
though polluted in the sight of the world, is chaste 
in his sight — I mean the harlot, Slavery. For her, 
his tongue is always profuse in words. Let her 
be impeached in character, or any proposition 
made to shut her out from the extension of her 
wantonness, and no extravagance of manner or 
hardihood of assertion is then too great for this 
Senator. The frenzy of Don Quixote, in behalf 
of his wench Dulcinea del Toboso, is all surpassed. 
The asserted rights of Slavery, which shock 
equality of all kinds, are cloaked by a fantastic 
claim of equality. If the slave States cannot 
enjoy what, in mockery of the great fathers of 
the Republic, he misnames equality under the 
Constitution — in other words, the full power in the 
National Territories to compel fellow- men to un- 
paid toil, to separate husband and wife, and to 
sell little children at the auction block — then, sir, 
the chivalric Senator will conduct the State of 
South CarolinaoutoftheUnionI Heroic knight ! 
Exalted Senator ! A second Moses come for a 
second exodus 1 

But not content with this poor menace, which 
we have been twice told was " measured," the 
Senator, in the unrestrained chivalry of his na- 
ture, has undertaken to apply opprobrious words 
to those who differ from him on this floor. He 
calls them " sectional and fanatical : " and oppe- ' 



sition to the usurpation in Kansas, he denounces 
as " an unoalculaiing fanaticism." To be sure, 
these charges lack all grace of originality, and 
all sentiment of truth ; but the adventurous Sen- 
ator does not hesitate. He is the uncompromi- 
sing, unblushing representative on this floor of 
a flagrant sectionalism, which now domineers over 
the Republic, and yet with a ludicrous ignorance 
of his own position — unable to see himself as 
others see him — or with an effrontery which even 
his white head ought l Dt to protect from rebuke, 
he applies to those here who resist his sectionalism 
the very epithet which designates himself. The 
men who strive to bring back the Government to 
its original policy, when Freedom and not Slavery 
v?s national, while Slavery and not Freedom was 
■'■ .tional, he arraigns as sectional. This will not 
do. It involves too great a perversion of terms. 
I tell that Senator, that it is to himself, and to 
the " organisation " of which he is the " com- 
mitted advocate," that this epithet belongs. I 
now fasten it upon them. For myself, I care little 
for names ; but since the question has been raised 
here, I affirm that the Republican party of the 
Union is in no just sense sectional, but, mcfre than 
any other party, national ; and that it now goes 
forth to dislodge from the high places of the 
Government the tyrannical sectionalism of which 
the Senator from South Carolina is one of the 
maddest zealots. 

To the charge of fanaticism I also reply. Sir, 
fanaticism is found in an enthusiasm or exagge- 
ration of opinions, particularly on religious sub- 
jects ; but there may be a fanaticism for evil 
as well as for good. Now, I will not deny, that 
there are persons among us loving Liberty too 
well for their personal good, in a selfish genera- 
tion. Such there may be, and, for the sake of 
their example, would that there were more ! In 
calling them " fanatics," you cast contumely upon 
the noble army of martyrs, from the earliest day 
down to this hour ; upon the great tribunes of 
human rights, by whom life, liberty, and happi- 
ness, on earth, have been secured ; upon the long 
line of devoted patriots, who, throughout history, 
have truly loved their country ; and, upon all, 
who, in noble aspirations for the general good 
and in forgetfulness of self, ,have stood out be- 
fore their age, and gathered into their generous 
bosoms the shafts of tyranny and wrong, in 
order to make a pathway for Truth. You dis- 
credit Luther, when alone he nailed his articles 
to the door of the church at Wittenberg, and 
then, to the imperial demand that he should re- 
tract, firmly replied, " Here I stand ; I cannot 
do otherwise, so help me God!" You discredit 
Hampden, when alone he refused to pay the few 
shillings of ship-money, and shook the throne 
of Charles I ; you discredit Milton, when, amidst 
the corruptions of a heartless Court, he lived 
on, the lofty friend of Liberty, above question 
or suspicion ; you discredit Russell and Sidney, 
when, for the sake of their country, they calmly 
turned from family and friends, to tread the nar- 
row steps of the scaffold ; you discredit those early 
founders of American institutions, who preferred 
the hardships of a wilderness, surrounded by a 
savage foe, to injustice on beds of ease; you die- 
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credit our Inter fathers, who, few in numbers 
and weak in resources, yet strong in their cause, 
did not hesitate to brave the mighty power of 
England, already encircling the globo with her 
morning drum-beats. Yes, sir, of such are the 
fanatics of history, according to the Senator. 
But I tell that Senator, that there are characters 
badly eminent, of whose fanaticism there can be 
no question. Such were the ancient Egyptians, 
who worshipped divinities in brutish forms ; the 
Druids, who darkened the forests of oak, in which 
they lived, by sacrifices of blood ; the Mexi- 
cans, who surrendered countless victims to the 
propitiation of their obscene idols ; the Span- 
iards, who, under Alva, sought to force the Inqui- 
sition upon Holland, by a tyranny kindred to that 
now employed to force Slavery upon Kansas ; and 
sueb, were the Algerines, when in solemn conclave, 
after listening to a speech not unlike that of the 
Senator from South Carolina, they resolved to 
continue the slavery of white Christians, and to 
extend it to the countrymen of Washington ! 
Aye, sir, extend it! And in this same dreary 
catalogue faithful history must record all who 
now, in an enlightened age and in a land of 
boasted Freedom, stand up, in perversion of the 
Constitution and in denial of immortal truth, to 
fasten a new shackle upon their fellow-man. If 
the Senator wishes to see fanatics, let him look 
round among his own associates ; let him look 
at himself. 

Bat I havo not done with the Senator. There 
is another matter regarded by him of such con- 
sequence, that be interpolated it into the speech 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hale,] 
and also announced that he had prepared him- 
self with it, to take in his pocket all the way to 
Boston, when he expected to address the people 
of that community. On this account, and for 
the sake of truth, I stop for one moment, and 
tread it to the earth. The North, according to 
the S8nator, -^3 engaged in the slave trade, and 
helped to introduce slaves into the Southern 
States ; and this undeniable fact he proposed to 
establish by statistics, in stating which his errors 
surpassed his sentences in number. But I let 
these pass for the present, that I may deal with 
his argument. Pray, sir, is the acknowledged 
turpitude of a departed generation to become 
an example for us ? And yet the suggestion of 
the Senator, if entitled to any consideration in 
this discussion, must have this extent. I join 
my friend from New Hampshire in thanking the 
Senator from South Carolina for adducing this 
instance ; for it gives me an opportunity to say, 
that the Northern merchants, with homes in Bos- 
ton, Bristol, Newport, New York, and Philadel- 
phia, who catered for Slavery during tbe years 
of the slave trade, are the lineal progenitors of 
the Northern men, with homes in these places, 
who lend themselves to Slavery in our day ; and 
especially that all, whether North or South, who 
take part, directly or indirectly, in the conspira- 
cy against Kansas, go but continue the work of 
the slave-tradei-3, which you condemn. It is 
true, too true, alas ! that our fathers were en- 
gaged in this traffic ; but that is no apology for 
it. And in repelling the authority of this ex- 



ample, I repel also the trite argument founded 
on the earlier example of England. It is true 
that our mother country, at the peace of Utrecht, 
extorted from Spain tho Assiento Contract, se- 
curing the monopoly of the slave trade with 
the Spanish Colonies, as the whole juice of all 
the blood of great victories; that she higgled 
at Aix-la-Chapelle for another lease of this ex- 
clusive traffic ; and again, at the treaty of Mad- 
rid, clung to the wretched piracy. It is true, 
that in 'his spirit the power of the mother coun- 
try was prostituted to the same base ends in her 
American Colonies, against indignant protests 
from our fathers. All these tilings now rise up 
in judgment against her. Let us not follow the 
Senator from South Carolina to do the very evil 
to-day, which in another generation we con- 
demn. 

As the Senator from South Carolina is the 
Don Quixote, the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Douglas] is the squire of Slavery, its very Sancho 
Panza, ready to do all its humiliating offices. This 
Senator, in his labored address, vindicating his 
labored report — piling one mass of elaborate er- 
ror upon another mass — constrained himself, as 
you will remember, to unfamiliar decencies of 
speech. Of that address I have nothing to say 
at this moment, though before I sit down I shall 
show something of its fallacies. But I go back 
now to an earlier occasion, when, true to his na- 
tive impulses, he threw into this discussion, " for 
a charm of powerful trouble," personalities nic-u 
discreditable to this body. I will not step to re- 
pel the imputations which he cast upon myself; 
but I mention theio i.o remind you of the " swel- 
tered venom sleeping got," which, with other 
poisoned ingredients, he cast into the cauldron 
of this debate. Of other things I speak. Stand- 
ing on this floor, the Senator issued his rescript, 
requiring submission to the Usurped Power o! 
Kansas; and this was accompanied by a manner — 
all his own — such as befits the tyrannical threat. 
Very well. Let the Senator try. I tell him now 
that he cannot enforce any such submission. The 
Senator, with the Slave Power at his back, is 
strong; but he is not strong enough for this pur- 
pose. He is bold. He shrinks from nothing. 
Like Danton, he may cry, "Faudace! Fauduce .' 
toujours Vaudace!" but even his audacity cannot 
compass this work. The Senator copies the Brit- 
ish officer, who, with boastful swagger, said that 
with the hilt of his sword he would cram the 
"stamps" down the throats of the Axieiiran peo- 
ple, and he will meet a similar failure. He may 
convulse this country with civil feud. Like the 
ancient madman, he may set fire to this Tempi'.* 
of Constitutional Liberty, grander fhau Kphesian 
dome; but he cannot enforce obedience to that 
tyrannical Usurpation. 

The Senator dreams that he can subdue the 
North. He disclaims the open threat, but his 
conduct still implies it. How little that Senator 
knows himself, or the strength of the cause which 
he persecutes ! He is but a mortal man; again.*--; 
him is an immortal principle. Tith finite power 
he wrestles with the infinite, and he must fUH. 
Against him are stronger battalions than any 
marshalled by mortal arm — the inborn, incradi- 



cable, invincible sentiments of the human heart; 
against him is nature in all her subtle forces; 
against him is God. Let him try to subdue these. 

But I pass from these things, which, though 
bslonging to the very heart of the discussion, are 
yet preliminary in character, and press at once 
to the main question. 

I. It belongs to me now, in the first place, to 
expose the Chime against Kansas, in its origin 
and extent. Logically, this is the beginning of 
the argument I say Crime, and deliberately 
adopt this strongest term, as better than any 
other denoting the consummate transgression. I 
would go further, if language could further go. 
It is the Crime of Crimes — surpassing far the old 
crimen majestatis, pursued with vengeance-by the 
laws of Rome, and containing all other crimes, 
as the greater contains the less. I do not go 
too far, when I call it the Crime against Nature, 
from which the soul recoils, and which language 
refuses to describe. To lay bare this enormity, 
I now proceed. The whole subject has already 
become a twice-told tale, and its renewed recitp.l 
will be a renewal of its sorrow and shame; but 
1 shall not hesitate to enter upon it. The oc- 
casion requires it from the oeglnning. 

It has been well remarked by a distinguished 
historian of our country, that, at the Ithuriel 
touch of the Missouri droussica, the slave interest, 
hitherto hardly r cognised as a distinct element 
in our systerr, started up portentous and dilated, 
with threats and assumptions, which are the 
origin of our xisting natioaal politics. This was 
in 1820. Th^. d.scussion cded with the admis- 
sion of Missouri as a slaveholding State, and 
the prohibition of Slavery in all the remaining 
territory ve£„ of the Mississippi, and north of 
3G° ZY, leaving f^e condition of other terri- 
tory south of this line, or subsequently ac- 
quired, untouched by the arrangement. Ilere 
was a solemn act of" legislation, called at the 
tintii a compromise, a covenant, a compact, first 
brought forward in this body by a slaveholder — 
vindicated by slaveholders in debate — finally sanc- 
tioned by slaveholding votes— also upheld at the 
time by the essential approbation of a slavehold- 
ing President, James Monroe, and his Cabinet, of 
whom a majority were slaveholders, including 
Mr. Calhoun himself; and this compromise was 
made the condition of the admission of Missouri, 
without which that State could not have been 
received into the Union. The bargain was simple, 
and was applicable, of course, only to the ter- 
ritory named. Leaving all other territory to 
await the judgment of another generation, the 
South said to the North, Conquer your prejudices 
so far as to admit Missouri as a slave State, and, 
in consideration of this much-coveted boon, Sla- 
very shall be prohibited forever in all the remain- 
ing Louisiana Territory above 36° 30'; and the 
North yielded. 

In total disi jgard of history, the President, in 
his annual message, has told us thtt this com- 
promise " was reluctantly acquiesced in by the 
Southern States." Just the contrary is true. It 
was the work of slaveholders, and was crowded 



by their concurring votes upon a reluctant North. 
At the time it was hailed by slaveholders as a 
victory. Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, in 
an oft-quoted letter, written at three o'clock on the 
night of its passage, says, " It is considered hert 
by the slaveholding States as a great, triumph." 
At the North it was accepted as a defeat, and the 
friends of Freedom everywhere throughout the 
country bowed their heads with mortification. 
But little did they know the completeness of their 
disaster. Little did they dream that the prohibi- 
tion of Slavery in the Territory, which was stip- 
ulated as the price of their fatal capitulation, 
v^buld also at the very moment of its maturity 
be wrested from them. 

Time passed, and it became necessary to pro- 
vide for this Territory an organized Government. 
Suddenly, without notice in the public press, or 
the prayer of a single petition, or one word of 
open recommendation from the President — after 
an acquiescence of thirty-three years, and the 
irreclaimable possession by the South of its special 
share under this compromise — in violation of 
every obligation of honor, compact, and good 
neighborhood — and in contemptuous disregard of 
the out-gushing sentiments of an aroused North, 
this time-honored prohibition, in itself a Land- 
mark of Freedom, was overturned, and the vas t 
region now known as Kansas and Nebraska was 
opened to Slavery. It was natural that a meas- 
ure thus repugnant in character should be pressed 
by arguments mutually repugnant. It was urged 
op two principal reasons, so opposite and incon- 
sistent as to slap each other in the face — one be- 
ing that, by the repeal of the prohibition, the 
Territory would be left open to the entry of slave- 
holders with their slaves, without hindrance ; and 
the other being, that the people would be left 
absolutely free to determine the quostion for 
themselves, and to prohibit the entry of slave- 
holders with their slaves, if they should think 
best. TY'ith some, the apology was the alleged 
rights of slaveholders ; with others, it was the 
alleged rights of the people. With some, it was 
openly the extension of Slavery; and with others, 
it was openly the establishment of Freedom, un- 
der the guise of Popular Sovereignty. Of course, 
the measure, thus upheld in defiance of reason, 
was carried through Congress in defiance of all 
the securities of legislation; and I mention these 
things that you may see in what foulness the 
present Crime was engendered. 

It was carried, first, by whipping in to its sup- 
port, through Executive influence and patron- 
age, men who acted against their own declared 
judgment and the known will of their constitu- 
ents. Secondly, by foisting out of place, both in 
the Senate and House of Representatives, im- 
portant business, long pending, and usurping its 
room. Thirdly, by trampling underfoot the rules 
of the House of Representatives, always before 
the safeguard of the minority. Ajad fourthly, 
by driving it to a close during the very, session in 
which it originated, so that it might not be ar- 
rested by the indignant voice of the People. 
Such are some of the means by which this snap 
judgment was obtained. If the clear will of the 
People had not been disregarded, it could not 
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have pupaod. If the Government bad not nefa- 
riously interposed its influence, it could not have 
passed. If it had been left to its natural place 
in the order of business, it could not havo pass- 
ed. If the rulos of tho IIoU3e and the right? 
of the minority hr.d not been violated, it could 
not have passed. If it had been allowed to po 
over to another Congress, when the People might 
be h'jard, it would have been ended ; and then 
tho Crinr.© we now deplore, would have been 
without its first seminal life. 

Mr. Prcpident, I moan to keep absolutely within 
the limits of parliamentary propriety. I make no 
personal imputations ; but only with frankness, 
such as belongs to the occasion and my own char- 
acter, de jcribe t great historical act, which is now 
enrolled in the Capitol. Sir, the Nebraska Bill 
was in every respect a swindle. It was a swin- 
dle by the South of the North. It was, on the 
part of those who had already completely en- 
joyed their share of the Mlssou;i Compromise, a 
swindle of those whose share was yet absolutely 
untouched ; and the plea of unconstitutionality 
set up — like the plea of usury after the borrowed 
money has been enjoyed — did not make it less a 
swindle. Urged as a Bill of Peace, it was a 
swindle of tho whole country. Urged as open- 
ing the door9 to slave-masters with their slaves, 
it was a swindle of the asserted doctrine of Popu- 
lar Sovereignty. Urged as sanctioning Popular 
Sovereignty, it was a swindle of the asserted 
rights of slave-masters. It was a swindle of a 
broad territory, thus cheated of protection against 
Slavery. It was a swindle of a great cause, early 
espoused by Washington, Franklin, and Jeffer- 
son, surrounded by the best fathers of the Re- 
public. Sir, it was a swindle of God-given in- 
alienable Rights. Turn it over ; look at it on 
all sides, and it is everywhere a swindle; and, if 
the word I now emplfcy has not the authority of 
classical usage, it has, on this occasion, the in- 
dubitable authority of fitness. No other word 
will adequately express the mingled meanness 
and wickedness of the cheat. 

Its character was still further apparent in the 
general structure of the bill. Amidst overflow- 
ing professions of regard for the sovereignty of 
the people in the Territory, they were despoiled 
of every essential privilege of sovereignty. They 
were not allowed to choose their Governor, Sec- 
retary, Chief Justice, Associate Justices, Attorney, 
or Marshal — all of whom are sent from Washing- 
ton ; nor were they allowed to regulato the sala- 
ries of any of these functionaries, or the daily 
allowance of the legislative body, or even the 
pay of the clerks and doorkeepers ; but they were 
left free to adopt Slavery. And this was called 
Popular Sovereignty 1 Time does not allow, nor 
does the occasion require, that I should stop 
to dwell on this transparent device to cover a 
transcendent wrong. Suffice it to say, that 
Slavery is in itself an arrogant denial of Hu- 
man Rights, and by no human reason can the 
power to establish such a wrong be placed 
among the attributes of any just sovereign- 
ty. In refusing it such a place, I do not deny 
popular rights, but uphold them ; I do not re- 
strain popular rights, but extend them. And, sir, 



to this ronchuion you must yet come, unless 
deaf, noi only to tho admonitions of political 
justico, but also to the genins of our own Con- 
stitution, undei which, whon properly inter- 
preted, no valH claim for Slavery can b3 act up 
anywhere in tho National territory. Tho Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] may say, in rcsponso 
to th" Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. BrowN,] 
that Slavery cannot go into tho Territory under 
the Constitution, without legislative introduc- 
tion ;' and pennit me to add, in response *o both, 
that Sk/ery canndt go there at "11. Nothing can 
come out of nothing; and there is absolutely noth- 
ing in tho Constitution out of which Slavery can 
be derived, while there aro provisions, which, 
when properly interpreted, make its existence 
anywhero within the exclusive National jurisdic- 
tion impossible. 

The offensive provision in the bill was in it? 
form a legislative anomaly, utterly writing the 
natural directness and simplicity of an honest 
transaction. It did not undertake openly to re- 
peal the old Prohibition of Slavery, but seemed 
to mince the matter, as if conscious of tho swin- 
dle. It said that this Prohibition, "being incon- 
sistent with the principle of non-intervention by 
Congress with Slavery in the States and Terri- 
tories, as recognised by the legislation of 1850, 
commonly called the Compromise Measures, is 
hereby declared inoperative and void." Thus, 
with insidious ostentation, was it pretended that 
an act, violating the greatest compromise of our le- 
gislative history, and setting loose the foundations 
of all compromise, was derived out of a compro- 
mise. Then followed in the Bill the further decla- 
ration, which is entirely without precedent, and 
which has been aptly called " a stump speech in 
its belly," nanj :ly : " it being the true intent and 
meaning of this ^ct, not to legislate Slavery into 
any Territory or State, ilor to exclude it there- 
from, but to leave the people thereof perfectly 
free to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
tions in th"}rr own way, subject only to the Con- 
stitution of the United States." Here were 
smooth words, such as belong to a cunning 
tongue .enlisted in a bad cause. But whatever 
may have been their various hidden meanings, 
this at least was evident, that, by their effect, the 
Congressional Prohibition of Slavery, w'neh had 
always been regarded as a seven-fold shield, cov- 
ering the whole Louisiana Territory north of 36° 
30', was now removed, while a principle was de- 
clared, which would render the supplementary 
Prohibition of Slavery in Minnesota, Oregon, and 
Washington, "inoperative and void," and thus 
open to Slavery all these vast regions, now the 
rude cradles of mighty States. Here you see the 
magnitude of the mischief contemplated. But 
my purpose now is with the Crime against Kan- 
sas, and I shall not stop to expose the conspiracy 
beyond. 

Mr. President, men are wisely presumed to in- 
tend the natural consequences of their conduct, 
and to seek what their acts seem to promote. 
Now, the Nebraska Bill, on its very face, openly 
cleared the way for Slavery, and it is not wrong 
to presume that its originators intended the nat- 
ural consequences of such an act, and sought in 



this way t-j extend Slavery. Of course, they did. 
And this is the first stage in the Crime against 
Kansas. 

Tut this was speedily followed by other de 
velopments. Tin bare-faced scheme wns soon 
whispnre.1, that Kansas must a slave State. 
In Cwu jrmity with thip idea was the Goverr^nent 
of this unhappy Territory organised iu all its de- 
partments; and thus did the President, by whose 
complicity the Prohibition of Slavery bad been 
overthrown, lend himself to a new complicity — 
giving to the conspirators a lease of conni- 
vance, amounting even to copartnership. The 
Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, Associate 
Justices, Attorney ant? Marciial, with a whole 
caucus of other stipendiaries, nominated by the 
Present and confirmed by the ;Sena,te, were 
all commended as friendly to Slavery.' No man, 
with the sentiments of WasMngian, or Jeffer- 
son, or Franklin, found any favor; nor. is it too 
much to say, that, had these preat patriots 
once more come among us, noi one of them, with 
his recorded unretracted opinions on Slavery, 
could have been nominated by the President or 
confirmed by the Senate for any post in that 
Territory. With such auspices the conspiracy 
proceeded. Even in advance of the Nebraska 
Bill, secret societies were organized in Missouri, 
ostensibly to protect her institutions, and after- 
wards, under the name of " Self-Defensive Asso- 
ciations," and of "Blue Lodges," these were mul- 
tiplied throughout the western counties of that 
State, before any counter-movement from the 
North. It was confidently anticipated, that, by 
the activity of these societies, and the interest of 
slaveholders everywhere, with the advantage de- 
rived from the neighborhood of Missouri, and the 
influence of the Territorial Government, Slavery 
might bo introduced into Kansas^ quietly but 
surely, without arousing a conflict — that the 
crocodile egg might be stealthily dropped in the 
sun-burnt soil, there to be hatched unobserved 
until it sent forth its reptile monster. 

But the conspiracy was unexpectedly balked. 
The debate, which convulsed Congress, had 
stirred the whole country. Attention from all 
sides was directed upon Kansas, which at once 
became the favorite goal of emigration. The 
Bill had loudly declared, that its object was 
t! to leave the people perfectly free to form, 
and regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way ; " and its supporters everywhere chal- 
lenged the determination of the question between 
Freedom arid Slaver}' by a competition of emi- 
gration. Thus, while opening the Territory to 
Slavery, the bill also opened it to emigrants from 
every quarter, who might by their votes redress 
the wrong. The populous North, stung by a 
sharp sense of outrage, and inspired by & noble 
cause, poured Into the debatable land, and prom- 
ised soon to establish a supremacy of numbers 
there, involving, of course, a just supremacy of 
Freedom. 

Then was conceived the consummation of the 
Grime against Kansas. What could not be ac- 
complished peaceably, was to be accomplished 
forcibly. The reptile monsterj that could not be 
quietly and securely hatched there, was to be 



pushed full-grown into the Territory. .All efforts 
were now given to the dismal w^rk of farcing 
Slavery on Free Soil. In flagrant derogation of 
the very Popular Sovereignty, whose name help- 
ed to impose this Bill upon the country, the 
atrocious object was now distinctly avowed. 
And the avowal has been followed by the act. 
Slavery has been forciblyJU&ti'oduccd into Kansas, 
and placed under the formal safeguards of pre- 
tended law. How this was done, belongs to 
t ie argument. 

In depicting this consummation, the simplest 
outljjno, without one word of color, will be best. 
Whether regarded in its mass or its details, in its 
o- ? giu or its result, it is all blackness, illumined 
by nothing from itself, but only by the heroism 
of the undaunted men and women, whom it envi- 
roned. A plain statement of facts will be a pic- 
ture of fearful truth, which faithful history will, 
preserve in its darkest gallery. In the foreground 
all will recognise a familiar character in himself 
a connecting link between the President and the 
border ruffian — less conspicuous for ability than 
for the exalted place he has occupied — who once 
sat in the seat where you now sit, sir; where 
once sat John Adams and Thomas Jefferson ; also, 
where once sat Aaron Burr. I need zot add the 
name of David R. Atchison. You have not forgot- 
ten that, at the session of Congress immediately 
succeeding the Nebraska Bill, he came tardily 
to his duty here, and then, after a short time, 
disappeared. The secret has been long since dis- 
closed. Like Catiline, he stalked into this Cham- 
ber, reeking with conspiracy — immo in Senalum 
venit — and then like Catiline he skulked away — 
abiit, excessit, evasit, crupil — to join and provoke 
the conspirators, who at a distance awaited their 
congenial chief. Under the influence of his malign 
presence the Crime ripened to its fatal fruits, 
while the similitude with Catiline was again re- 
newed in the sympathy, not even concealed, 
which he found in the very Senate itself, where, 
beyond even the Roman example, a Senator has 
not hesitated to appear as his open compurga- 
tor. 

And now, as I proceed to show the way in 
which this Territory was overrun and finally 
subjugated to Slavery, I desire to remove in ad- 
vance all question with regard to the authority on 
which I rely. The evidence is secondary; but it 
is the best which, in the nature of the case, can 
be had, and it is not less clear, direct, and peremp- 
tory, than any by which we are assured of the 
campaigns in the Crimea or the fall of Sevastopol. 
In its manifold mass, I confidently assert, that 
it is such a body of evidence as the human mind 
is not able to resist. It is found in the concurring 
reports of the public press ; in the letters of cor- 
respondents ; in the testimony of travellers ; and 
in the unaffected story to \vhich I have listened 
fromleading citizens, who, duringthis winter, have 
"come flocking " here from that distant Territory. 
It breaks forth in the irrepressible outcry, reaching 
us from Kansas, in truthful tones, which leave.no 
ground of mistake: It addresses us in fornrvi com- 
plaints, instinct with the indignation of a people 
determined to L e free, and unimpeachable as .he 
declarations of a murdered man on his dying bed 



against his murderer. And let me add, that all 
this testimony finds an echo in the very statute- 
book of the conspirators, and also in language 
dropped from the President of the United States. 

^ I begin with an admission from the President 
himself, in whose sight the people of Kansas 
have little favor. And. yet, after arraigning the 
innocent emir rants from the North, he was con- 
Strained to, declare that their conduct was " far 
from justifying the illegal and reprehensible coun- 
ter-movement which ensued." Then, by the re- 
luctant admission of the Chief Magistrate, there 
was a counter-movement, at once illegal and rep- 
rehensibte. I thank thee, President, for teaching 
me .these words ; and I now put them in the front 
of this exposition, as in themselves a confession. 
Sir, this "illegal and reprehensible counter- 
movement!', is none other than the dreadful 
Crime — under an apologetic alias — by which, 
through successive invasions, Slavery has been 
forcibly planted in this Territory. 

Next to this Presidential admission must be 
placed the details of the invasions, w£icn I now 
present as not only " illegal and reprehensible," 
but also unquestionable evidence of the result- 
ing Crime. 

The violence, for some time threatened, broke 
fortb ; .<ra the 29th November, 1854, at the first 
election of a Delegate to Congress, when com- 
panies from Missouri, amounting to upwards of 
one thousand, crossed into Kansas, and, with 
force and arms, proceeded to vote for Mr. Whit- 
field, the candidate of Slavery. An eye-witness, 
General Pomeroy, of superior intelligence and 
perfect integrity, thus describes this scene : 

"The first ballot-box that was opened upon our virgin 
soil was closed to us by overpowering numbers and im 
pending force. So bold and reckless were our invaders, 
that thay cared not to conceal their attack. They came 
upon us not in the guise of voters, to steal away our fran- 
chise, but boldly and openly, to snatch it with a strong 
hand. They came directly from their own homes, and in 
compact and organized bands, with arras in hand and 
provisions for the expedition, marched to our polls, and, 
when their work was done, returned whence they came." 

Here was an outrage at which the coolest 
blood of patriotism boils. Though, for various 
reasons unnecessary to develop, the busy settlers 
allowed the election to pass uncontested, still 
the means employed were none the less " illegal 
and reprehensible." 

This infliction was a significant prelude to the 
grand invasion of the 30th March, 1855, at the 
election of the first Territorial Legislature un- 
der the organic law, when an armed multitude 
from Missouri entered the Territory, in larger 
numbers than General Taylor commanded at 
Buena Vi3ta, or than General Jackson had with- 
in his lines at New Orleans — larger far than our 
fathers rallied on Bunker Hill. On they came a3 
an " army with banners," organized in compa- 
nies, with officers, munitions, tents, and provis- 
ions, as though marching upon a foreign foe, 
and breathing loud-mouthed threats that they 
would carry their purpose, if need be, by the 
bowie-knife and revolver. Among them, accord- 
ing to his own confession, was David R. Atchi- 
son, belted with the vulgar arms of his vulgar 
comrades. Arrived at their several destinations 
on the night before the election, the invaders 



pitched their tents, placed their sentries, and 
waited for the coming day. The same trust- 
worthy eye-witness, whom I have already quo- 
ted, says, of one locality : 

"Baggage-wagons were there, with arms a>'d ammuni- 
tion enough for a protracted n\'ht, and among ihem two 
brass field- pieces, ready charged. They came with drums 
beating and flags flyin?. and their leaders were of- the 
most prominent and conspicuous men of their Stute." 

Of another locality he says : 

" The invaders came together in one armed and organ- 
ized body, with trains of fifty wagoiiF. besides horsemen, 
and, the night before election, piiche d' their camp in the 
vicinity of the polls; and, having appointed their own 
judges in place of those who, from intimidation or other- 
wise, failed to attend, they voted without any proof < f 
residence." 

"With this force they were able, on the suc- 
ceeding day, in some places, to intimidate the 
judges of elections; in 'others, ; to substitute 
judges of then* own appointment; in others, to 
wrest the ballot-boxes from their rightful posses- 
sors, arid everywhere to exercise a complete 
control of the election, arid thii3, by a preter- 
natural audacity of usurpation, impose a Legis- 
lature upon the free people of Kansas. Thus was 
conquered the Sevastopol of that Territory ! 

But it was riot enough : to secure the Legisla- 
ture. The election of a member of Congress re- 
curred oh the 2d October. 1855, and the same 
foreigners, who had learned their strength, again 
manifested it. Another" invasion, in controlling 
numbers, came from Missouri, arid once more 
forcibly exercised the electoral franchise in Kan- 
sas. 

At last, in the latter days of November, 1855, 
a storm, long brewing, buret upon the heads of 
the devoted people. The ballot-boxes had been 
violated, and a Legislature installed, which had 
proceeded to carry out the conspiracy of the in- 
vaders ; but the good people of the Territory, 
bom to Freedom, and educated as American citi- 
zens, showed no signs of submission. Slavery, 
though recognised by pretended law, was in 
many places practically an outlaw. To the law- 
less borderers, this was hard to bear; and, like the 
Heathen of old, they raged, particularly against 
the town of Lawrence, already known, by the 
firmness of its principles and the character of 
its cit'zens, as the citadel of the good cause. On 
this account they threatened, in their peculiar 
language, to " wipe it out." Soon the hostile 
power was gathered for this purpose. The wick- 
edness of this invasion was enhanced by the way 
in which it began. A citizen of Kansas, by the 
name of Dow, was murdered by one of the par- 
tisans of Slavery, under the name of " law and 
order." Such an outrage naturally aroused in- 
dignation and provoked threats. The professors 
of " law and order " allowed the murderer to 
escape ; and, still further to illustrate the irony 
of the name they assumed, seized the friend of the 
murdered man, whose few neighbors soon rallied 
for his rescue. This transaction, though totally 
disregarded in its chief front of \vickedne33, be- 
came the excuse for unprecedented excitement. 
The weak Governor, with no faculty higher than 
servility to Slavery — whom the President, in his 
official delinquency, had appointed to a trust 
worthy only of a well-balanced character — was 
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frightened from his propriety. By proclamation 
he invoked the Territory. By telegraph he in- 
voked the President. The Territory would not 
respond to bis senseless appeal. The President 
was dumb ; but the proclamation was circulated 
throughout the border counties of Missouri; and 
Platte, Clay, Carlisle, Sabine, Howard, and Jef- 
ferson, each of them, contributed a volunteer 
company, recruited from the road sides, 'and 
armed with weapons which chance afforded — 
known as tho " shot-gun militia" — with a Mis- 
souri officer as commissary general, dispensing 
rations, and another Missouri officer as general- 
in-chief; with two wagon loads of rifles, belong- 
ing to Missouri, drawn by six mules, from its 1 
arsenal at Jefferson City ; with seven pieces of 
cannon, belonging to the United States, frqm its 
arsenal at Liberty ; and this formidable, force, 
amounting to at least 1,800 men, terrible with 
threats, with oaths, and with whisky, crossed the 
borders, and encamped in larger part at WftChe- 
rusa, over against the doomed town of .Lawrence, 
which was now threatened with destruction. With 
these invaders was the Governor, who by this act 
levied war upon the people lie was sent to pro- 
tect. In camp with him was the original Cati- 
line of the conspiracy, while by his side was the 
docile Chief Justice and the docile Judges. But 
this is not the first instance in which an unjust 
Governor has found tools where he ought to have 
found justice. In the great impeachment of 
Warren Hastings, the British orator, by whom it 
was conducted, exclaims, in words strictly ap- 
plicable to the misdeed I now arraign, " Had he 
not the Chief Justice, the tamed and domestica- 
ted Chief Justice, who waited on him like a fa- 
miliar spirit ? " Thus was this invasion counte- 
nanced by those who should have stood in the 
breach against it. For more than a week it con- 
tinued, while deadly conflict seemed imminent. 
I do not dwell on the heroism by which it was 
encountered, or the mean retreat to which it was 
compelled ; for that is not iiecessary to exhibit 
the Crime which you are to judge. But I cannot 
forbear to add other additional features, furnish- 
ed in the letter of a clergyman, written at the 
time, who saw and was a part of what he de- 
scribes : 

••0»r citizens have 'jcn shot at, and in two instances 
■nn.fl r>l. on*- Irian 's invaded, hayricks burnt, corn and 
oth »p ;i:-->'Msin is plundered, eanle driven off", all commu- 
nication cut o!i"!i 'tween us nnd the S'ates, wagons on the 
way to is with provision-' stopped and plundered, and the 
d.'iv taken prisoners, ami we in hourly expectation of 
mi H'turk tf-irly evert) mil his been in ar/ns in the vil- 
li;?, r'ortifientions have been thrown up, by incessant 
lanor iii^h: Mii.l day. The sound of the drum and the 
I ramp of arm d mm resounded tlirou'h our st'eeis./am- 
i!i?i jlwiiz with their hmstkold iovls fur stf tit. Day be- 
for • yesterday, ihe re >ort of cannon was heard at our 
ho.ise. from the direction of Leeomptou. Last Thursday, 
oiv! of .in- n'M - libors — one of ihe most pe \eeable and ex- 
cellent of m J: i. from Ohio— on his way home, was set upon 
by a ■rauff of twelve men on horseback, and shot down. 
O/er e i ^ ! i t. hundred men are ^adieivd underarms at Law- 
rjnee. As yet, no act of vio'euee has been perpetrated 
by those on our side. No blond of retaliation stains our 
hands. We, stand mi l a~e ready to act purely { n the defence 
of out hoiws an l. Ui< s ■' 

But the catalogs Is not yet complete. On the 
15th of December, when the people assembled 
to vote on the Constitution then submitted for 



adoption — only a few days after the Treaty of 
Peace between the Governor on the one side and 
the town of Lawrence on the other— another and 
fifth irruption was made. But I leave all this 
untold. Enough of these details has been given. 

Five several times and more have these* invaders 
entered Kansas in armed array, and thus five sev- 
eral times and more have they trample'd upon the 
Organic law of the Territory. But' these extra- 
ordinary expeditions ate simply the extraordinary 
witnesses to successive uninterrupted violence. 
They stand out conspicuous, but not alone. The 
spirit of evil, in which they had theft 'originj was 
wakeful and incessant : iFrqin the beginning, it 
hung upon the skirts of this intepfcsting Telritpry, 
harrowing its peace', disturbing its prosperity, 
and keeping its inhabitants under the painful 
alarms of war. Thus was all Security of person, 
of property, and of labor, overthrown; and when 
I urge this incontrovertible fact, t set forth a 
wrong which is small dnljr by the sidieOf the giant 
wrong, for the consummation of Which all this 
was done. Sir, what is man— what is gpyeifn- 
ment — without security ; in the absence Qf wnicb, 
nor man nor government can proceed in develop- 
ment or enjoy the fruits of existence? Without 
security, civilization, is cramped and dwarfed. 
Without security, there can be no true Freedom. 
Nor shall I say too much, tvhen: f declare that 
security, guarded of course by its pffs^Tipg, Free- 
dom, is the true end and aim of government. Of 
this indispensable boon' the pepple' of 'Kansas 
have thus far been despoiled^-absolutely, totally. 
All this is aggravated by the nature 'of their pur- 
suits, rendering them peculiarly sensitive to in- 
terruption, and at the same time attesting their 
innocence. They are for the niost part engaged 
in the cultivation of the soil, which from time 
immemorial has been the; sweet employment of 
undisturbed industry. Contented in, the returns 
of bounteous nature and the shade of his own 
trees, the husbandman is not aggressive ; accus- 
tomed to produce, and not to destroy, he is essen- 
tially peaceful, unless his home is invaded/when 
his arm derives vigor from the soil he treads, and 
his soul inspiration from the heavens beneath 
whose canopy he daily toils. And such are the 
people of Kansas, whose Security has been over- 
thrown. Scenes from which civilization averts 
her countenance have been a part; of their daily 
life. The border incursions, which,.in barbarous 
ages or barbarous lands, have fretted and "har- 
ried" an exposed people, have been. here renewed, 
with this peculiarity, that our border robbers 
do not simply levy blackmail and drive off a few 
cattle, like those who acted under Ihe inspiration 
of the Dougla3 of other days ; that they, do not 
seize a few persons, and sweep them away into 
captivity, like the African slave-traders whom 
we brand as pirates; but that they commit a 
succession of acts, in which all border sorrows 
and all African wrongs are revived together on 
American soil, and which for the time being 
annuls all protection of all kinds, and enslaves 
the whole Territory. 

Private griefs mingle, their poignancy with 
public wrongs. I do not dwell on the anxieties 
which families have undergone, exposed to sud- 
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den assault, and obliged' tp lie down to rest 
with the alarms of war ringing in their ears, not 
knowing that another day might be spared to 
them,. Throughout this bitter winter, with the 
thermometer at 30 degrees below zero, the cit- 
izens of Lawrence have been constrained to sleep 
under arms, with sentinels treading their constant 
watch against surprise. But our souls are wrung 
by individual instances. In vain do we condemn 
the cruelties of another age — the refinements of 
torture to which men have been doomed — the 
rack and thumb-screw of the Inquisition, the last 
agonies of the regicide Ravaillac — "Luke's iron 
crown, and Damien's bed of steel" — for kindred 
outrages have disgraced these borders. Murder 
has stalked—assassination has skulked in the tall 
grass of the prairie, and the vindictiveness of 
man has assumed unwonted forms. A preacher 
of the Gospel of the Saviour has been ridden on 
a rail, and then thrown into the Missouri, fasten- 
ed to a log, and left to drift down its muddy, 
tdr'tuotis current. And lately we have had the 
tidings of that enormity without precedent — a 
deed without a name — where a candidate for the 
Legislature was most brutally gashed with 
knives and hatchets, and then, after weltering 
in blood on the snow-clad earth, was trundled 
along with gaping wounds, to fall dead in the 
face of hig wife. It is common to drop a tear of 
sympathy over the trembling solicitudes of our 
early fathers, exposed to the stealthy assault of 
the savage foe ; and an eminent American artist 
has pictured this scene in a marble group of rare 
beauty, on the front of the National Capitol, 
where the uplifted tomakawk is arrested by the 
strong arm and generous countenance of the 
pioneer, while his wife and children find shelter 
at his feet j but now the tear must be dropped 
over the trembling solicitudes of fellow-citizens, 
seeking to build a new State ia Kansas, and ex- 
posed tp the perpetual assault of murderous rob- 
bers from ^Missouri. Hirelings, picked frpm the 
drunken spew and vomit of an uneasy civiliza- 
tion — in the form of men — 

Aye, in the ca'alogue ye go for men ; 
As houn ls and gray hounds, mongrels, spaniels, ours, 
Shon?tis ; water-rajs, and demi-wblves, are called 
All by the name of dogs : 

leashed together by secret signs and lodges, have 
renewed the incredible atrocities of the Assas- 
sins and of the Thugs ; showing the blind sub- 
mission of the Assassins to the* Old Man of the 
Mountain, in robbing Christians on the road to 
Jerusalem, and showing the heartlessness of the 
Thugs, who, avowing that murder was their re- 
ligion, waylaid travellers on the great road from 
Agra to Delhi j with the more deadly bowie-knife 
for the dagger of the Assassin, and the more 
deadly revolver for the noose ofthe Thug. 

In these invasions, attended by the entire sub- 
version of ail Security in this Territory, with the 
plunder of the ballot-box, and the pollution of 
the electoral franchise, I show simply the process 
in unprecedented Crime. If that be the best Gov- 
ernment, where an injury to a single citizen is 
resented as an injury to the whole State, then 
must our Government forfeit all claim to any such 
eminence, while it leaves its citizens thus exposed. 



In the outrage upon the ballot-box, even without 
the illic.'t fruits which I shall soon exhibit, there 
is a peculiar crime of the deepest dye, though 
subordinate to the final Crime, which should 
be promptly avenged. In count-ies where roy- 
alty is upheld, it is a special offence to rob the 
crown jewels, which are the emblems of that 
sovereignty before which the loyal subject 
bows, and it is treason to be found in adultery 
with the Queen, for in this way may a false heir 
be imposed upon the State ; but in our Republic 
the ballot-box is the single priceless jewel of 
that sovereignty which we respect, and the elec- 
toral franchise, out of which are born the rulers 
of a free people, is the Queen whom we are to 
guard against pollution. In this plain present- 
ment, whether as regards Security, or as regards 
Elections, there is enough, surely, without pro- 
ceeding further, to justify the intervention of 
Congress, most promptly and completely, to 
throw over this oppressed people the impenetra- 
ble shield of the Constitution and laws. But 
the half is not yet told. 

As every point in a wide-spread horizon radi- 
ates from a common, centre, so everything said 
or done in this vast circle of Crime radiates from 
the One Idea, that Kansas, at all hazards, must 
be made a slave State. In all the manifold wick- 
ednesses that have occurred, and in every suc- 
cessive invasion, this One Idea has been ever 
present, as the Satanic tempter — the motive 
power — the causing cause. 

To accomplish this result, three things were 
attempted : first, by outrages of all kind3 to drive 
the friends of Freedom already there out of the 
Territory ; secondly, to deter others from coming ; 
and, thirdly, to obtain the complete control of the 
Government. The process of driving out, and 
also of deterring, has failed. On the contrary, 
the friends of Freedom there became more fixed 
in their resolves to stay and fight the battle, 
which they had never sought, but from which 
they disdained to retreat ; while the friends of 
Freedom elsewhere were more aroused to the 
duty of timely succors, by men and munitions of 
just self-defence. . 

But, while defeated in the first two processes 
proposed, the conspirators succeeded in the last. 
By the violence already portrayed at the election 
of the 30th March, when the polls were occupied 
by the armed hordes from Missouri, they imposed 
a Legislature upon the Territory, and thus, un- 
der the iron mask of law, established a Usurpa- 
tion not less complete than any in history. That 
this was done, I proceed to prove. Here is the 
evidence : 

1. Only in this way can this extraordinary 
expedition be adequately explained . In the words 
of Moliere, once employed by John Quincy Adams 
in the other House, Que diable allaicnt-ih /aire 
dans cette galerc? What did they go into the 
Territory for? If their purposes were peaceful, 
as has been suggested, why cannons, arms, flags, 
numbers, and all this violence ? As simple citi- 
zens, proceeding to the honest exercise of the 
electoral franchise, they might have gone with 
nothing more than a pilgrim's staff. Philosophy 
ahvays seeks a sufficient cause, and only in the 



One Idga, already presented, can a cause be found 
in any degree commensurate with this Crime ; 
and this becomes so only when we consider the 
mad fanaticism of Slavery. 

2. Public notoriety steps forward to confirm 
the suggestion of reason. In every place where 
Truth can freely travel, it has been asserted and 
understood, that the Legislature was imposed 
upon Kansas by foreigners from Missouri ; and 
this universal voice is now received as undeni- 
able verity. 

3. It is also attested by the harangues of the 
conspirators. Here is what Stringfellow said be- 
fore the invasion : 

''To those who have qualms of conscience as to viola 
ting laws, Stale or National the time has come when 8uch 
impositions must be disregarded, as your rights and prop 
erty are in danger; and I advise you, one and all, to enter 
every election district in Kansas, in defiance ef Reeder and 
his vile myrmidons, and vote at the point of the bowie-knife 
and revolver. Neither give nor take quarter, as our case 
demands it. It is enough that the slaveholding interest 
wills it, from which there is no appeal. What right has 
Governpr Reeder to rule Missourians in Kansas ? His 
proclamation and prescribed oath must be repudiated/ It 
ii your interest to do so. Mind that Slavery is established 
where it is not prohibited." 

Here is what Atchison said after the invasion : 

'•Well what next? Why an election for members of 
the Legislature to organize the Territory must be held. 
What did I advise you to do then ? Why, meet them on 
theirown ground, apd beat them at their own game again; 
and cold and inclement as th* weather was, I went over 
with a company of men. My object in going was not to 
vote I had no right to vote, unless I had disfranchised 
myself in Missouri. I was not within two miles of a vo- 
ting place. My object in going was not to vote, but 
to settle a difficulty between two of our candidates; 
and the Abolitionists of the North said, and published 
it abroad, that Atchison was there with bowie-knife and re- 
volver, and by God , twas true. I never did go into that Ter- 
ritory—I never intend to go into that Territory — without 
being prepared for all such kind of catt'e. Well, we beat 
them, and Governor Reeder gave certificates to a majori- 
ty of al ! the members of both Houses, and then, after they 
were organized, as everybody will admit, they were the 
only competent persons to say who were, and who were 
not, members of the same." 

4. It is confirmed by the contemporaneous ad- 
mission of the Squatter Sovereign, a paper pub- 
lished at Atchison, and at once the organ of the 
President and of these Borderers, which, under 
date of 1st April, thus recounts the victory : 

" Independence, [Missouri.] March fll , 1655, 
'•Several hundred emigrants from Kansas have just en- 
tered our city. Thiy were preceded by the Westport and 
Independence brass bands. They came in at the west 
side of the vuhlic square, and proceeded eulire'y around 
it. the b;mds cheering us with fine music, and the Emi- 
grants with good news. Immediately following the bands 
were about two hundred horsemen in regular order; fol 
lowing these were one hundred and fifty wagons, car- 
riages, &c. They save, repeated cheers for Kansas and 
Missouri. Th^y report 'hat not an Anti-Slavery man will 
be in 'he Legislature of Kansas. We have made a clean 
sweep." 

5. It is also confirmed by the contemporaneous 

testimony of another paper, always faithful to 

Slavery, the New York Herald, in the letter of a 

correspondent from Brunswick, in Missouri, under 

date of 20th April, 1855: 

"From five to sevi n thousand men started from Mis- 
souri to attend the election, some to remove, but the most 
to return to their families, with an intention, if ihey liked 
the Territory, to m:>ke it their permanent abode at the 
e irlitrst moment practicable. But they intended to vote. 
The Missourians were, many of ihem. Douglas men. There 
were one hundred and fifty voters from this county, one 
hundred and seventy-five from Howard, one hundred 
from Cooper Indeed, every county furnished its quota; 



and when t)>e.y set out. it lo ked like an army." * * * 
,! They we e i rnv d." * * * * •• And, as there wen- 
no houses in the Territory, they carried tent*. Their mis- 
sion was a peaceable one — to vote, and to drive down 
stakes for theii - fu-'ure homes. After lhe election, some 
one thousand five hundred of the voters sent a commiltee 
to Mr. Reeder. to ascertain if it was his purpose to ratify 
the election. He answered that it was, and snid the ma- 
jority at an election must carry the day But it is not lo 
be denied that the one thousand five hundred, appreherd- 
ing that the Governor might attempt to play the tyrant— 
since his conduct had already been insidious and unjust— 
wore on their hats bunches of hemp. The were resolved, 
if a tyrant attempted to trample upon the rights of ihe 
sovereign people, to i.ang him." 

6. It is again confirmed by the testimony of a 
lady, who for five years has lived in Western 
Missouri, and thus writes in a letter published in 
the New Haven Register : 

" Miami, Saline Co., Kouember 26, 1P55. 

"You ask me to tell you something ub >ut the Kansas pnd 
Missouri troubles. Of course you know in what they have 
originat«d. There is no denying that the Missourians have 
determined to control the elections, if possible; and I don't 
know that their measures would bs justifiable, except 
upon the principle of self-preservation ; and that, you 
know, is the first law of nature." 

1. And it is confirmed still further by the Cir- 
cular of the Emigration Society of Lafayette, in 
Missouri, dated as late as 25th March, 1856, in 
which the efforts of Missourians are openly con- 
fessed : 

" The Western counties of Missruri have for the lasi 
two years been heavily taxed, both in money and time, in 
fighting the battles of the South. Lafayette county alone has 
expended more than $100,000 in money, and as much or more 
in time. Up to this time, the border counties of Missouri have 
upheld and maintained the rights and interests of the, South 
in this struggle, unassisted, and not unsuccessfully. But the 
Abolitionists, staking their all upon tne Kansas issue, aiid 
hesitating at no means, fair or foul, are moving heaven 
and earth to render that beautiful Territory a Free State." 

8. Here, also, is complete admission of the 
Usurpation, by the Intelligencer, a leading paper 
of St. Louis, Missouri, made in the ensuing sum- 
mer : 

"Atchison an? Stringfellow, with their Missouri folio *- 
ers, overwhelmed the settlers in Kansas, browbeat and 
bullied them, and took the Government from their hands. 
Missouri voies elected the present body of men whoinsub 
public in'elligence and popular rights by s'yling themselves 
'the Legislature of Kansas.' This body of men are helping 
themselves to fat speculations by locating the 'seat ofGov- 
ernment' and getting town lo's for their voles. They are 
passing laws disfranchising all the citizens of Kansas who 
do not'believe Negro Slavery to be a Chiislian institution 
and a national blessing. They are proposing to punish wish 
imprisonment the utterance of views inconsistent with their 
own. And they are trying to perpetuate their preposterous 
and infernal tyranny by appointing for a term of years 
creatures of their own, as commissioners ill every county, 
to lay and collect taxef.ar.d see that the laws tbey are 
passing are faithfully executed. Has tlih> age anything 
to compare with these acts in audacity ? " 

9. In harmony with all these is the authorita- 
tive declaration of Governor Reeder, in a speech 
addressed to his neighbors, at Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania, at the end of April, 1855, and immediately 
afterwards published in the Washington Union. 
Here it is : 

"It was indeed loo true that Kansas had been invaded, 
conquered, subjugated, by an armed force from beyond ) er 
borders, led on by a fanatical spirit, trampiing under fool 
the principles of the Kansas bill and the right of suffrage." 

10. And in similar harmony is the complaint 
of the people of Kansas, in a public meeting at 
Big Springs, on the 5th September, 1855, embod- 
ied in these words : 



" Resolved, Thai the body of men who for the last two 
months have been parsing laws for the people of our Ter- 
ritory, moved, counselled, and dictated to by the dema- 
gogues of Missouri, are to us a foreign body, representing 
only the lawless invaders who elected thtm, and not the 
people of the Territory— that we repudiate their action, as 
tne monstrous consummation of an act of violence, usurpa- 
tion, and fraud, unparalleled in the I'istory of the Union, and 
worthy only of men unfitted for the duties and regardless 
of the responsibilries of Republicans." 

11. And finally, by the official minutes, which 
have been laid on our table by the President, the 
invasion, which ended in the Usurpation, is clear- 
ly established ; but the effect of this testimony 
has been so amply exposed by the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Coilamer,] in his able and inde- 
fatigable argument, that I content myself with 
simply referring to it. 

On this cumulative, irresistible evidence, in 
concurrence with the antecedent history, I rest. 
And yet Senators here have argued that this can- 
not be so — precisely as the cpnspiracy of Cati- 
line was doubted in the Roman Senate. Non- 
nullisunt in hoc ordine, qui aut ea, qua imminent, 
non vvdeant; aut ea, qua vident, dissimvlent ; qui 
spem Catilince mollibus senientiis aluerunl, confura' 
tionemque nascentem non credendo corroboraverunt. 
As I listened to the Senator from Illinois, while 
he painfully strove to show that there was no 
Usurpation, I was reminded of the effort by a 
distinguished logician, in a much-admired ar- 
gument, to prove that Napoleon Bonaparte never 
existed. And permit me to say, that the fact of 
his existence is not placed more completely above 
doubt than the fact of this Usurpation. This I 
assert on the proofs already presented. But con- 
firmation come3 almost while I speak. The col- 
umns of the public press are now daily filled with 
testimony, solemnly taken before the Committee 
• of Congress in Kansas, which shows, in awful 
light, the violence ending in the Usurpation. Of 
this I may speak on some other occasion. Mean- 
while, T proceed with the development of the 
Crime. 

The usurping Legislature assembled at the ap- 
pointed place in the interior, and then at once, 
in opposition to the veto of the Governor, by a 
majority of two-thirds, removed to the Shawnee 
Mission, a place in most convenient proximity to 
the Missouri borderers, by whom it had been con- 
stituted, and whose tyrannical agent it was. The 
statutes of Missouri, in all their text, with their 
divisions and subdivisions, were adopted bodily, 
and with such little local adaptation that the 
word " State " in the origiual is not even changed 
to " Territory," but is left to be corrected by an 
explanatory act. But, all this general legislation 
was entirely subordinate to the special act, en- 
titled " Aa Act to punish offences against Slave 
Property," in which the One Idea, that provoked 
this whole conspiracy, is at last embodied in legis- 
lative form, and Human Slavery openly recognised 
on Free Soil, under the sanction of pretended law. 
This act of thirteen sections is iu itself a Dance 
of Death. But itscomplex completeness of wicked- 
ness, without a parallel, may be partially con- 
ceived, when it is understood that in three sec- 
tions only «>f it is the penalty of death denounced 
no less than forty-eight different times, by as 



many changes of language, against the heinou3 
offence, described in forty-eight different ways, 
of interfering with what does not exist in that 
Territory — and under the Constitution cannot 
exist there; — I mean property in human flesh. 
Thus is Liberty sacrified to Slrery, and Death 
summoned to sit at the gates, as guardian of the 
Wrong. 

But the work of Usurpation was not perfected 
even yet. It had already cost too much to be 
left at any hazard. 

" To be thus v> as nothing ; 

But to be safely thus ! " 
Such was the object. And this could not be, 
except by the entire prostration of all the safe- 
guards of Human Rights. The liberty of speech, 
which is the very breath of a Republic; the press, 
which is the terror of wrong-doers; the bar, 
through which the oppressed beards the arrogance 
of law ; the jury, by which right is vindicated ; 
all these must be struck down, while officers are 
provided, in all places, ready to be the tools of 
this tyranny ; and then, to obtain final assurance 
that their crime was secure, the whole Usurpa- 
tion, stretching over the Territory, must be fast- 
tened and riveted by legislative bolts, spikes, 
and screws, so as to defy all effort change 
through the ordinary forms of law. To this work, 
in its various parts, were bent the subtlest ener- 
gies ; and never, from Tubal Cain to this hour, 
was any fabric forged with more desperate skill 
and completeness. 

Mark, sir, three different legislative enactments, 
which constitute part of this work. First, accord- 
ing to one act, all who deny, by spoken or written 
word, "the right of persons to hold slaves in this 
Territory," are denounced as felons, to be pun- 
ished by imprisonment at hard labor, for a term 
not less than two years ; it may be for life. And 
to show the extravagance of this injustice, it has 
been well put by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
Collambb, J that should the Senator from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. Cass,] who believes that Slavery can- 
not exist in a Territory, unless introduced by ex- 
press legislative acts, venture there with his mod- 
erate opinions, his doom must be that of a felon! 
To this extent are the great liberties of speech 
and of the press subverted. Secondly, by an- 
other act, entitled "An Act concerning Attorneys- 
at-Law," no person can practice as an attorney, 
unless he shall obtain a license from the Territorial 
courts, which, of course, a tyrannical discretion 
will be free to deny; and after obtaining such 
license, he is constrained to take an oath, not 
only " to support" the Constitution of the United 
State3, bat also "to support and sustain"— mark- 
here the reduplication— the Territorial act, and 
the Fugitive Slave Bill, thus erecting a test for 
the function of the bar, calculated to exclude 
citizens who honestly regard that latter legisla- 
tive pnormity as unfit to be obeyed. And, thirdly, 
by another act, entitled "An Act concerning Ju- 
rors," all persons "conscientiously opposed to 
holding slaves," or " not admitting the right to 
hold shtves in the Territory," are excluded from 
the jury on every question, civil or criminal, 
arising "out of asserted slave property ; while, in 
all cases, the summoning of the jury is left with- 
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out one word of restraint to " the marshal, sher- 
iff, or other officer," who are thus free to pack it 
according to their tyrannical discretion. 

For the ready enforcement of all statutes against 
Human Freedom, the President; had already fur- 
nished a powerful quota of officers, in the Gov- 
ernor, Chief Justice, Judges, Secretary, Attorney, 
and Marshal. The Legislature completed this 
part of the work, by constituting, in each county, 
a Board of Commissioners, composed of two per- 
sons, associated with the Probate Judge, whose 
duty it is " te appoint a county treasurer, coro- 
ner, justices of the peace, constables, arid all 
other officers provided for by law," arid then pro- 
ceeded to the choice of this very Board ; thus 
delegating and diffusing their usurped p ->wer, and 
tyrannically imposing upon the Territory a crowd 
of officers, in whose appointment the people have 
had no voice, directly or indirectly. 

And still the final inexorable work remained. 
A Legislature, renovated in both branches, could 
not assemble until 1858, so that, during this long 
intermediate period, this whole system must con- 
tinue in the likeness of law, unless overturned by 
the Federal Governmentj-or, in default of sflch 
interposition, by a generous uprising of an op- 
pressed people. But it was necessary to guard 
against the possibility of change, even tardily, at 
a future election ; and this was done by two dif- 
ferent acts ; under the first of which, all who will 
not take the oath to support the Fugitive Slave 
Bill are excluded from the elective franchise; and 
under the second of which, all others are entitled 
to vote who shall tender a tax of one dollar to the 
Sheriff on the day of election; thus, by provision 
of Territorial law, disfranchising all opposed to 
Slavery, and at the same time opening the door to 
the votes of the invaders ; by an unconstitutional 
shibboleth, excluding from the polls the mass of 
actual settlers, and by making the franchise de- 
pend upon a petty tax only, admitting to the polls 
the mass of borderers from Missouri. Thus, by 
tyrannical forethought, the Usurpation not only 
fortified all that it did, but assumed a self-perpet- 
uating energy. 

Thus was the Crime consummated. Slavery 
now stands erect, clanking its chains on the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, surrounded by a code of death, 
and trampling upon all cherished liberties, 
whether of speech, the press, the bar, the trial 
by jury, or the electoral franchise. And, sir, 
all this has been done, not merely to introduce 
a wrong which in itself is a denial of all rights, 
and in dread of which a mother has lately taken 
the life of her offspring; not merely, as has been 
sometimes said, to protect Slavery in Missouri, since 
it is futile fortius State to complain of Freedom on 
the side of Kansas, when Freedom exists without 
complaint on the side of Iowa and also on the side 
of Illinois ; but it has been done for the sake of 
political power, in order to bring two new slave- 
holding Senators upon this floor, and thus to for- 
tify in the National Government the desperate 
chances of a waning Oligarchy. As the ship, 
voyaging on pleasant summer seas, is assailed 
by a pirate crew, and robbed for the sake of its 
doubloons and dollars — so is this beautiful Ter- 
ritory now assailed in its peace and prosperity, 



and robbed, in order to wrest its political power 
to the side of Slavery. Even now the black. Hag 
of the land pirates from Missouri waves at the 
masthead; in their laws you, hear the pirate 
yell, arid see the flash of the pirate knife ; while, 
incredible to relate! the President, gathering the 
Slave Power at his back, testifies a pirate sym- 
pathy. 

Sir, all this was done in the name of Popular 
Sovereignty. And this is the close of the trage- 
dy.' Popular Sovereignty, which, when truly 
understood, is a fountain of just power, has ended 
in Popular Slavery; not merely in the subjection 
of the. unhappy African race,' but of this proud 
Caucasian blood, which you boast. The profes- 
sion with which you began, of All by the People, 
has been lost in the wretched reality of Nothing 
for the People. Popular Sovereignty, in whose 
deceitful name plighted faith wa3 broken, and 
an ancient Landmark of Freedom was overturned, 
now lifts itself before us, like Sin, in the terrible 
picture of Milton, 

" That seemed a woman to the waist, and fa ; r, 
But ended foul in many a acaly. fold: 
Voluminous and vast, a serpeat armed 
With morial stingi about her middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never ceasing barked 
With wide Cerbetean mouths full loud, and rung 
• A hideous peal ; yet, when they list, would creep. 
If aught disturbed their nbis*, into her womb, 
And kennel 'here, yet there still barked and howled 
Within, unseen." 

The image is complete at ell points ; and, with 
this exposure, I take my leave of the Crime 
against Kansas. 

II. Emerging from all the blackness of this 
Crime, in which we seem to have been lost, 
as in a savage ^ood, and turning our backs upon 
it, as upon desolation and death, from which, 
while others have suffered, we have escaped, 
I come now to The Apologies which the Crime 
has found. Sir, well may you start at the 
suggestion that such a series of wrongs, so 
clearly proved by various testimony, so openly 
confessed by the wrong-doers, and so widely 
recognised throughout the country, should find 
Apologies. But the partisan spirit, now, as in 
other days, hesitates at nothing. The great 
Crimes of history ha^e never been without 
Apologies. The massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
which you now instinctively condemn, was, at 
the time, applauded in high quarters, and even 
commemorated by a Papal medal, which may 
still be procured at Rome ; as the Crime against 
Kansas, which is hardly less conspicuous in 
dreadful eminence, has been shielded on this 
floor by extenuating words, and even by a Presi- 
dential message, which, like the Papal medal, 
can never be forgotten in considering the mad- 
ness and perversity of men. 

Sir, the Crime cannot be denied. The Presi- 
dent himself has admitted " illegal and repre- 
hensible" conduct. To such conclusion he was 
compelled by irresistible evidence; but \vhat he 
mildly describes I openly arraign. Senators mt ij 
affect to put it aside by a sneer ; or to reason it 
away by figures ; or to explain it by a ther iry, 
such as desperate invention has produced on this, 
floor, that the Assassins and Thugs of Misf ouri 
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were in reality citizens of Kansas j but all these 
efforts, so far as made, are only tokens of the 
weakness of the cause, while to the original 
Grime they add another offence of false testimony 
against innocent and suffering men. Bat the 
Apologies for the Crime are worse than the efforts 
at denial. In cruelty and heartlessness they 
identify their authors with the great trangressioh. 

They are four in number, and four-fold in 
character. The first is the Apology tyrannical; 
the second, the Apology imbecile; the third, the 
Apology absurd; and the fourth, the Apology 
infammts. This is alL Tyranny, imbecility, ab- 
surdity, and infamy, all unite to dance, like the 
weird sisters, about this Grime. 

The Apology tyrannical is founded on the mis- 
taken act of Governor Reader, in authenticating 
the Usurping Legislature, by which it is asserted 
that, whatever may hare been the actual force or 
fraud in its election, the people of Kansas are 
effectually concluded, and the whole proceeding 
is placed under the formal sanction of law. Ac- 
cording to this assumption, complaint is now in 
vain, and it only remains that Congress should 
sit and hearken to it, without correcting the 
wrong, as the ancient tyrant listened and granted 
no redress to the human moans that issued from 
the heated brazen bull, which subtle cruelty had 
devised. This I call the Apology of technicality 
inspired by tyranny. 

The facts on this head are few and plain. Gov- 
ernor Reeder, after allowing only five days for 
objections to the returns— -a space of time un- 
reasonably brief in that extensive Territory — de- 
clared a majority of the members of the Council 
and of the House of Representatives " duly elect- 
ed,'' withheld certificates from certain others, be- 
cause of satisfactory proof that they were not 
duly elected, and appointed a day for new 
elections to supply these vacancies. Afterwards, 
by formal message, he recognised the Legislature 
as a legal body, and when he vetoed their act of 
adjournment to the neighborhood of Missouri, he 
aid it simply on the ground of the illegality of 
such an adjournment under the organic law. 
Now, to every assumption founded on these facts, 
there are two satisfactory replies ; first, that no 
certificate of the Governor can do more than au- 
thenticate a subsisting legal act, without of itself 
infusing legality where the essence of legality is 
not already ; and secondly, that violence or fraud, 
wherever disclosed, vitiates completely every pro- 
ceeding. In denying these principles, you place 
the certificate above the thing certified, and give 
a perpetual lease to violence and fraud, merely 
because at an ephemeral moment they were un- 
questioned. This will not do. 

Sir, I am no apologist for Governor Reeder. 
. Here is sad reason to believe that he wont to 
V ansae origiaally as the tool of the President; 
on * his simple nature, nurtured in the atmosphere 
of Pennsylvania, revolted at the service required, 
and he turned from his patron to duty. Griev- 
ously did he err in yielding to the Legislature 
any "awt of authentication ; but he has in some 
meastwe answered for this error by determined 



efforts si&ce to expose the utter illegality of that 
body, which he now repudiates entirely. It was 
said of certain Roman Emperors, who did infinite 
mischief in their beginnings, and infinite good 
towards their ends, that they should never have 
been born, or never died ; and I would apply the 
same to the official life of this Kansas Governor. 
At all events, I dismiss the Apology founded on his 
acts, as the utterance of tyranny by the voice of 
law, transcending the declaration of the pedantic 
judge, in the British Parliament, on the eve of 
our Revolution, that our fathers, notwithstand- 
ing their complaints, were in reality represented 
in Parliament, inasmuch as their lands, under 
the original charters, were held "in common 
socage, as of the manor of Greenwich in Kent," 
which, being duly represented, carried with it all 
the Colonies. Thus in other ages has tyranny 
assumed the voice of law. 

Next comes the Apology imbecile, which is 
founded on the alleged want of power in the 
President to- arrest this Crime. It is openly as- 
serted, that, under the existing laws of the- Uni- 
ted States, the Chief Magistrate had no authority 
to interfere in Kansas for this purpose. Such is 
the broad statement, which, even if correct, fur- 
nishes no Apology for any proposed ratification 
of the Crime, but which is in reality untrue ; and 
this, I call the Apology of imbecility. 

In other matters, no such ostentatious imbe- 
cility appears. Only lately, a vessel of war in 
tho Pacific has chastised the cannibals of the 
Fejee Islands, for alleged outrages on American 
citizens. But no person of ordinary intelligence 
will pretend that American citizens in the Pa- 
cific have received wrongs from these cannibals 
comparable in atrocity to those received by 
American citizens in Kansas. Ah, sir, the inter- 
ests of Slavery are not touched by any chastise- 
ment of the Fejees ! 

Constantly we aie informed of efforts at New 
York, through the agency of the Government, 
and sometimes only on the breath of suspicion, 
to arrest vessels about to sail on foreign voyages 
in violation of oar neutrality laws or treaty stip- 
ulations. Now, no man familiar with the cases 
will presume to suggest that the urgency for 
these arrests was equal to the urgency for inter- 
position against theso successive invasions from 
Missouri. But the Slave Power is not disturbed 
by such arrests at New York ! 

At this moment, the President exults in the 
vigilance with which he has prevented the en- 
listment of a few soldiers, to be carried off to 
Halifax, in violation of our territorial sovereign- 
ty, and England is bravely threatened, even to 
the extent of a rupture of diplomatic relations, 
for her endeavor, though unsuccessful, and at once 
abandoned. Surely, no man in his senses will 
urge that this act was anything but trivial by the 
eide of the Crime against Kansas. But the Slave 
Power is not concerned in this controversy. 

Thus, where the Slave Tower is indifferent, the 
President will see that the laws are faithfully 
executed ; but, in other cases, where the inter- 
ests of Slavery are at stake, he is controlled ab- 
solutely by this tyranny, ready at all times to do, 
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or not to do, precisely as it dictates. There- 
fore it is, that Kansas is left a prey to the Prop- 
agandists of Slavery, while the whole Treasury, 
the Army and Navy of the United States, are 
lavished to hunt a single slave through the 
streets of Boston. You have not forgotten the 
latter instance ; but I choose to refresh it in your 
minds. 

As long ago as 1851, the War Department and 
Navy Department concurred in placing the forces 
of the United States, near Boston, at the com- 
mand of the Marshal, if needed, for the enforce- 
ment of an Act of Congress, which had no sup- 
port in the public conscience, as I believe it has 
no support in the Constitution ; and thus these 
forces were degraded to the loathsome work of 
slave-hunters. More than three years afterwards, 
an occasion arose for their intervention. A fugi- 
tive from Virginia, who for some days had trod 
the streets of Boston as a freeman, was seized as 
a slave. The whole community was aroused, 
while Bunker Hill and Faneuil Hall quaked with 
responsive indignation. Then, sir, the President, 
anxious that no tittle of Slavery should suffer, 
was curiously eager in the enforcement of the 
statute. The despatches between him and his 
agents in Boston attest his zeal. Here are some 
of them: 

Boston, May 37, 1854. 
lb the President of the United States : 

In consequence of an. attack upon the Court-house, last 
night, for the purpose of rescuing a fugitive s)are t under 
arrest, and in which one of my own guards was killed, I 
haw availed myself of the resources of the United Stales.placed 
under my control by letter from the War and Navy Vepart- 
mentSjin 1851, and now have two companies of Troops, 
from Fort Independence, stationed in the Court-house. 
Everything is how quiet. The attack was repulsed by my 
own guard. WATSON FREEMAN, 

United States Marshal, Boston, Mass. 

Washington, May 27. 1854. 

Zb Watson Freeman. 

United States Marshal, Boston. Mass. : 
Your conduct is approved. The law must be executed. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

Washington, May 30. 1854. 
7b Hon. B. F. Hallett, Boston, Mass. : 
What is the state of the ea*e of Bums? 

SIUNKV WEBSTER. 
[Private Secretary of the President.] 

WASUi.NGroN. May 31, 1S54. 

To B. F. Hallett, 

United States Attorney, Boston, Mass. : 
Incur any expense deemed necessary by the Mnrshul 
and yourself, for Ciiy Alirary, or other A-isu. to insure the 
execution of the law. FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

But the President was not content with such 
forces as were then on hand in the neighborhood. 
Other posts also were put under requisition. Two 
companies of National troops, stationed at New 
York, were kept under arms, ready at any mo- 
ment to proceed to Boston; and the Adjutant 
General of the Army was directed to repair to 
the scene, there to superintend the execution of 
the statute. All this was done for the sake of 
Slavery; but during long months of menace 
suspended over the Free Soil of Kansas, break- 
ing forth in successive invasions, the President 
has folded his hands in complete listlessness, or, 
if he has moved at all, it has been only to en- 
courage the robber propagandists. 

And now the intelligence of the country is in- 
sulted by the Apology, that the President had no 



power to interfere. Why, sir, to make this con- 
fession is to confess our Government to be a 
practical failure — which I will never do, except, 
indeed, as it is administered now. No, sir; the 
imbecility of the Chief Magistrate shall not be 
charged upon our American Institutions. Where 
there is a will, there is a way; and in his case, 
had the will existed, there would have been a 
way, easy and triumphant, to guard against the 
Crime we now deplore. His powers were in ev- 
ery respect ample; and this I will prove by the 
statute book. By the Act of Congress of 28th 
February, 1795, it is enacted, " that whenever the 
laws of the United States shall be opposed, or the 
execution thereof obstructed, in any State, by com- 
binations too powerful to be suppressed by the 
ordinary course of judicial proceedings, or by 
the powers vested in the marshals," the Presi- 
dent " may call forth the militia." By the sup- 
plementary Act of 3d March, 1807, in all cases 
where he is authorized to call forth the militia 
" for the purpose of causing the laws to be duly ex- 
ecuted," the President is further empowered, in any 
State or Territory, " to employ for the same pur- 
poses such part of the land or naval force of the 
United States as shall be judged necessary." 
There is the letter of the law ; and you will 
please to mark the power conferred. In no case 
where the laws of the United States are opposed, or 
their execution obstructed, is the President con- 
strained to wait for the requisition of a Governor, 
or even the petition of a citizen. Just so soon 
as he learns the fact, no matter by what channel, 
he is invested by law with full power to counter- 
act it. True it is, that when the laws of a Stale 
are obstructed, he can interfere only on the ap- 
plication of the Legislature of such State, or of 
the Executive, when the Legislature cannot be 
convened; but when the Federal laws are ob- 
structed, no such preliminary application is ne- 
cessary. It is his high duty, under his oath of 
office, to see that they arc executed, and, if need 
be, by the Federal forces. 

And, sir, this is the precise exigency that has 
arisen in Kansas — precisely this ; nor more, nor 
less. The Act of Congress, constituting the very 
organic law of the Territory, which, in peculiar 
phrase, as if to avoid ambiguity, declares, as " its 
true intent and meaning," that the people thereof 
" shall be left perfectly free to form and regulate 
their domestic institutions in their own way," 
has been from the beginning opposed and ob- 
structed in its execution. If the President had 
power to employ the Federal forces in Boston, 
when he supposed the Fugitive Slave Bill was 
obstructed, and merely in anticipation of such 
obstruction, it is absurd to say that he had not 
power in Kansas, when, in the face of the whole 
country, the very organic law of the Territory was 
trampled under foot by successive invasions, and 
the freedom of the people there overthrown. To 
assert ignorance of this obstruction — premedita- 
ted, long-continued, and stretching through 
months — attributes to him not merely imbecility, 
but idiocy. And thus do I dispose of this Apology. 

Next comes the Apology absurd, which is, in- 
deed, in the nature of a pretext. It is alleged 



that, a small printed pamphlet, containing the 
" Constitution and Ritual of the Grand Encamp- 
ment and Regiments of the Kansas Legion," was 
taken from the person of one George F. Warren, 
who attempted to avoid detection by chewing it. 
The oaths and grandiose titles of the pretended' 
Legion have all been set forth, and this poor 
mummery of a secret society, which exited only 
on paper, has beeu gravely introduced on this 
floor, in order to extenuate the Crime against 
Kansas. It has been paraded in more than one 
speech, and even stuffed into the report of the 
committee. 

A part of the obligations assumed by the mem- 
bers of this Legion shows why it has been thus 
pursued, and also attests its innocence. It iff as' 
follows : 

•• I will never knowingly prnpos e a person for memner- 
siiip in this order if ho is not in favor of making Kansas a 
free. Stair, and whom I fee! satisfied will exert his entire.' 
influence to bring about this re«ult. I will. support, main? 
tafn, and abide by any honorable' movement mafic hy the, 
organization to pecure this great end, which will not can^ 
fl ; cttoith the late* of ihe country and the Constitution of the 
United Stales " 

Kansas is to be made a free State, by a'n honora- 
ble movement, which will not conflict with the 
laws and the Constitution. That is the object of 
the organization, declared in the very words of 
the initiatory obligation. Where is the wrong in 
this? What is there here, which can cast re- 
proach, or even suspicion, upon the people of 
Kansas ? Grant that the Legion was constituted, 
can yon extract from it any Apology for the 
original Crime, or for its present ratification? 
Secret societies, with their extravagant oaths, 
are justly offensive; but who can find, in this 
mistaken machinery, any excuse for the denial of 
all rights to the people of Kansas ? All this, I 
say, on the supposition that the society was a 
reality, which it was not. Existing in the fan- 
tastic brain3 of a few persons only, it never had 
any practical life. It wa3 never organized. The 
whole tale, with the mode of obtaining the copy 
of the Constitution, i3 at once a cock-and-bull 
story and a marc's nest ; trivial as the former: 
absurd a3 the latter; and to be dismissed, with 
the Apology founded upon it, to the derision 
which triviality and absurdity justly receive. 

It only remains, under this head, that I should 
speak of the Apology infamous; founded on false 
testimony against the Emigrant Aid Company, 
and assumptions of duty more false than the 
testimony. Defying Truth and mocking Decency, 
this Apology excels all others in futility and 
audacity, while, from its utter hollowness, it 
proves the utter impotence of the conspirators to 
defend their Crime. Falsehood, always infamous. 
in this case arouses peculiar scorn. An associa- 
tion of sincere benevolence, faithful to the Consti- 
tution and law.^, who.y only fortifications are 
hotels, school-houses, and churches; whose only 
weapons are saw-mills, tools, and books ; whose 
mission is peace and good will, has been falsely- 
assailed on this floor, and an errand of blame- 
less virtue has been made the pretext for an un- 
pardonable Crime. Nay, more — the in-nocent arc- 
sacrificed, and the guilty set at liberty. They 



who seek to do the mission of the Saviour are 
scourged and crucified, while the murderer, Ba« 
rabbas, with the sympathy of the chief priests, 
goes at large. 

Were I to take counsel' of my own feelings,. I 
should dismiss this whole Apology to the ineffij. 
ble contempt which it deserves ; but it has been 
made to play such a part in this conspiracy, that 
I feel it a duty to expose it completely. 

Sir, from the earliest times, men have recog. 
nised the advantages of organization, as an ef- 
fective agency in promoting works of peace or ; 
war. Especially at- this moment, there is no j 
interest, public or private, high or low, of charity ! 
or trade, of luxury or convenience, which does \ 
not seek its aid. Men organise to rear churches | 
and to sell thread ; to build schools and to sail [ 
Ships ; io construct roads and to manufacture | 
'toys ; to spin cotton and to print books ; to we&Te \ 
'cloths and to quicken harvests ; to provide food 
dnfi to' distribute light; to influence Public Opin- 
ibnand to secure votes; td guard infancy in its f 
weakness, ' , old age - in;' its decrepitude, and ! 
womanhood in its wretchedness ; and now, in all f 
l&rge towns, when death has come, they are | 
buried by organized societies, and, emigrants to >;! 
another world, they lie down in pleasant place8 t | 
adorned by organized skill. To complain that | 
this prevailing principle has been applied to liv- g 
ing emigration is to, complain of Providence and £ 
the irresistible tendeuoies implanted in man. ' 

But this application of the principle is no re- 
cent invention, brought forth for an existing emer- ' 1 
gency. It has the best stamp of Antiquity, f 
It showed itself in the brightest days .of Greece, : 
where colonists moved in organized bands. It i , ( ; 
became a part of the mature policy of Rome, where ' ; 
bodies of men were constituted expressly for this ^ 
purpose, triumviri ad colonos deducendos. — (Liry, g 
xxxvii, \ 46.) Naturally it has been accepted in j| 
modern times by every civilized Sti>.te. With the K, 
sanction of Spain, an association of Genoese mer- 
chants first introduced slaves to this continent. ^ 
With the sanction of France, the Society of Jesu- ? 
its stretched their labors over Canada and the . •; 
Great Lakes to the Mississippi. It was under the ... 
auspices of Emigrant Aid Companies, that ou: ] , 
country was originally settled, by the Pilgrim 
Fathers of Plymouth, by the adventurers of Vir- 
ginia, and by the philanthropic Oglethorpe, whose ? 
" benevolence of soul," commemorated by Pope, tf| 
sought to plant a Free State in Georgia. At this ; 
day, such associations, of a humbler character, are 1 
found in Europe, with offices in the great capitals, ^ 
through whose activity emigrants are directed ■ - 
here. 

For a long time, emigration to the West, 
from the Northern and Middle States, but par- 
ticularly from New England, has been of marked : :, 
significance. In quest of better homes, annu- 
ally it has pressed to the unsettled lands, in num.- i 
bers to be counted by tens of thousands; but f j 
this has been done heretofore with little knowl- 
edge, and without guide or counsel. Finally, ^ 
when, by the establishment of a Government in . . 
Kansas, the tempting fields of that central region *.; 
were opened to the competition of peaceful colo- 
nization, and especially when it was declared ;„■ 



that the question of Freedom or Slavery there 
was to be determined by the votes of actual set- 
tlers, then at once was organization enlisted as 
an effective agency in quickening and conduct- 
ing the emigration impelled thither, and, more 
than all, in providing homes for it on arrival 
there. 

The Company was first constituted under an 
act of the Legislature of Massachusetts, 4th of 
Hay, 1854, some weeks prior to the passage of 
the Nebraska bill. The original act of incorpo- 
ration was subsequently abandoned, and a r^w 
charter received in February, 1855, in which the 
I objects of the Society are thus declared : 

"For the purposes of directing emigration Westward, 
and aiding in providing accommodations for the emigrants 
ofitr arriving at their places of destination." 

At any other moment, an association for these 
purposes would have taken its place, by general 
consent, among the philanthropic experiments of 
the age; but Crime is always suspicious, and 
shakes, like a sick man, merely at the pointing 
of a finger. The conspirators against Freedom 
in Kansas now shook with tremor, real or af- 
fected. , Their wicked plot was about to fail. To 
help themselves, they denounced the Emigrant 
Aid Company; and their denunciations, after 
finding an echo in the President, have been re- 
peated, with much particularity, on this floor, in 
the formal report of your committee. 

The falsehood of the whole accusation will ap- 
pear in illustrative specimens. 

A charter is set out, section by section, which, 
though originally granted, was subsequently aban- 
doned, and is not in reality the charter of the 
Company, but is materially unlike it. 

The Company is represented as " a powerful 
corporation, with a capital of five millions;" 
when, by it3 actual charter, it is not allowed to 
hold property above one million, and, in point 
of fact, its capital has not exceeded $100,000. 

Then, again, it is suggested, if not alleged, that 
this enormous capital, which I have already said 
does not exist, is invested in " cannon and rifles, 
in powder and lead, and implements of war"—- 
all of which, whether alleged or suggested, is 
absolutely false. The officers of the Company 
authorize me to give to this whole pretension a 
point-blank denial. 

All these allegations are of small importance, 
and I mention them only because they show the 
character of the report, and ulso something of the 
quicksand on which the Seuator from Illinois has 
chosen to plant himself. But these are all capped 
by the unblushing assertion that the proceedings 
of the Company were " in perversion of the plain 
provisions of an Act of Congress ; " and also, an- 
other unblushing assertion, as "certain and un- 
deniable," that the Company was formed to pro- 
mote certain objects, "regardless of the rights 
and wishes of the people, as guarantied by the 
Constitution of the United States, and secured 
by their organic law;" when it is certain and 
undeniable th;vt the Company has done nothing 
in perversion of any Act of Congress, while to 
the extent of its power it has sought to pro- 
tect the rights and wishes of the actual people 
in the Territory. 



Sir, this Company has violated in no respect 
the Constitution or laws of the land ; not in the 
severest letter or the slightest spirit. But every 
other imputation is equally baseless. It is not true, 
as the Senator from Illinois has alleged, in order 
in some way to compromise the Con pany, that if 
was informed before the public of the date fixed 
for the election of the Legislature. This state- 
ment is pronounced by the Secretary, in a letter 
now before me, "an unqualified falsehood, not 
having even the shadow of a shade of truth for its 
basis." It is not true that men bare been hired 
by the Company to go to Kansas; for every eiai- 
grant, who has gone under its direction, has him- 
self provided the means for his journey. Of course, 
sir, it is not true, as has been complained by tbt 
Senator from South Carolina, with that proclivity 
to error which marks all his utterances, that men 
have been sent by the Company <; with one uni- 
form gun, Sharpe's rifle ;" for it has supplied no 
arms of any kind to anybody. It is not true that 
the Company has encouraged any fanatical ag- 
gression upon the people of Missouri; for it has 
counselled order, peace, forbearance. It is not 
true that the Company has chosen its emigrants 
on account of their political opinions ; for it has 
asked no questions with regard to the opinions 
of any whom it aids, and at this moment stands 
ready to forward those from the South as well 
as the North, while, in the Territory, all, from 
whatever quarter, are admitted to an equal en- 
joyment of its tempting advantages. It is not 
true that the Company has sent persons merely 
to control elections, and not to remain in the Ter- 
ritory; for its whole action, and till its anticipa- 
tion of pecuniary profits, are founded on the hope- 
to stock the country with permanent settlers, by 
whose labor the capital of the Company shall be 
made to yield its increase, find by whose fixed 
interest in the soil the welfare of all shall be pro- 
moted. 

Sir, it has not the honor of being an AboHtion 
Society, or of numbering among its officers Abo- 
litionists. Its President is a retired citizen, of 
ample means and charitable life, who has taken 
no part in the conflicts on Slavery, ncd has never 
allowed his sympathies to be felt by Abolition- 
ists. One of its Vice Presidents is a gentleman 
from Virginia, with family and friends there, 
who has always opposed the Abolitionists. Its 
generous Treasurer, who is now justly absorbed 
by the objects of the Company, has always been 
understood as ranging with his extensive connex- 
ions, by blood and marriage, on the side of that 
quietism which submits to all the tyranny of the 
Slave Power. Its Directors are more conspic- 
uous for wealth and science, than for any activ- 
ity against Slavery. Among these is an emi- 
nent lawyer of Massachusetts, Mr. Chapman — 
personally known, doubtless, to some who hear 
me — who'has distinguished himself by an austere 
conservatism, too natural to the atmosphere or 
courts, which does not flinch even from the sup- 
port of the Fugitive Slave Bill. In a recent 
address at a public meeting in Springfield, this 
gentleman thus speaks for himself and his asso- 
ciates : 
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" I have bee-i a Director of the Society fro-n the first, an 1 
have kept myself well informed in regard to i's proceed- 
ings. I am not aware thut any one in this communi'y 
ever suspected mo of being an Aholi ioni-t; but I have 
been accused of bum? Pro-Slavery ; and I believe many 
(rood people think I am quite too conservative on that sub- 
ject. I take this occasion to say that all the plans and 
proceedingsof the Society have met my approbation ; and 1 
assert that it hns never done a single ant with which any 
poliiical pnriy or the people of any section of the country 
can justly find fault. The name of its President, Mr. 
Brown, of Providence^ and of i s Treasurer, Mr. Lawrence, 
of Ud'ton, are a sufficient guaranty in the fstimatiou of iu- 
te'ligent men against itf< being engaged in any fanatical 
enterprise. Its stockholder) are composed of men of nil 
political paries except Abolitionists. 1 am not aware that 
it has received the pntronnge of that class of our fellow- 
citizens, and I am i iformed that some of them disapprove 
of its proceedings." 

The acts of the Company have been such as 
might be expected from auspice3 thus severely 
careful at all points. The secret, through which, 
with small means, it has been able to accomplish 
so much, is, that, as an inducement to emigration, it 
has gone forward and planted capital in advance of 
population. According to the old immethodical 
system, this rule is reversed, and population has 
been left to grope blindly, without the advan- 
tage of fixed centres, with mills, schools, and 
churches — all calculated to soften the hardships 
of pioneer life — such as have been established 
beforehand in Kansas. Here, sir, is the secret of 
the Emigrant Aid Company. By this single prin- 
ciple, which is now practically applied for the first 
time in history, aua* which has the simplicity of 
genius, a business association at a distance, with- 
out a large capital, has become a beneficent in- 
strument of civilization, exercising the functions 
of various Societies, and in itself being a Mission- 
ary Society, a Bible Society, a Tract Society, an 
Education Society, and a Society for the Diffu- 
sion of the Mechanic Arts. I would not claim 
too much for this Company; but I doubt if, at 
this moment, there is any Society, which is so 
completely philanthropic ; and since its lead- 
ing idea, like the light of a candle from which 
other candies are lighted without number, may 
be applied indefinitely, it promises to be an im- 
portant aid to Iluraan Progress. The lesson it 
teaches cannot be forgotten, and hereafter, wher- 
ever unsettled lands exisi,antelligent capital will 
lead the way, anticipating the wants of the pi- 
oneer — nay, doing the very work of* the original 
pioneer — while, amidst well-arranged harmonies, 
a new community will arise, to become, by its 
example, a more eloquent preacher than any soli- 
tary missionary. In subordination to this essen- 
tial idea, is its humbler machinery for the aid of 
emigrants on their way, by combining parties, so 
that friends and neighbors might journey to- 
gether; by purchasing tickets at wholesale, and 
furnishing them to individuals at the actual cost ; 
by providing for each party a conductor familiar 
with tho road, and, through these simple means, 
promoting the economy, safety, and comfort, of 
the expedition. The number of emigrants it has 
directly aided, even thus slightly, in their jour- 
ney, has been infinitely exaggerated. From the 
beginning of its operations down to the close of 
the last autumn, all its detachments from Massa- 
chusetts contained only thirteen hundred and 
twelve persons. 
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Such is the simple tale of the Emigrant Aid 
Company. Sir, not even suspicion can justly 
touch it. But it must be made a scapegoat, 
This is the decree which has gone forth. I waj 
hardly surprised at this outrage, when it pro. 
ceeded from tho President, for, like Macbeth, jjj 
is stepped so far in, that returning were as tedium 
as go on ; but I did not expect it from the Sea». 
tor from Missouri, [Mr. Geyek,] whom I had 
learned to respect for the general moderation q( 
his views, and the name ho has won in an hon. 
orable profession. Listening to him, I was sad- El 
dened by the spectacle of the extent to which | 
Slavery will sway a candid mind to do injuj.1 
tice. Had any other interest been in question, | 
that Senator would have scorned to join in im. 
peachment of such an association. His instinct! 
as a lawyer, as a man of honor, and as a Senator, 
would have forbidden ; but the Slave Power, in 
enforcing its behests, allows no hesitation, and 
the Senator surrendered. 

In this vindication, I content myself with a 
statement of facts, rather than an argument. It 
might be urged that Missouri had organized a 
propagandist emigration long before any from 
Massachusetts, and you might be reminded of the t*f 
wolf in the fable, which complained of the lamb | 
for disturbing the waters, when in fact the al- ~ 
leged offender was lower down on the stream. 
It might be urged, also, that South Carolina has 
lately entered upon a similar system — while one 
of her chieftains, in rallying recruits, has uncon- 
sciously attested to the cause in winch he wai 
engaged, by exclaiming, in the words of Satan, 
addressed to his wicked forces, " Awake ! arise! 
or be forever fallen f " * But the occasion needs 
no such defences. I put them aside. Not on the 
example of Missouri or the example of South 
Carolina, but on inherent rights, which no man, 
whether Senator or President, can justly assail, t 
do I plant thi3 impregnable justification. It will 
not do, in specious phrase3, to allege the right of ; 
every State to be free in its domestic policy from t 
foreign interference, and then to assume such | 
wrongful interference by this Company. By the \ 
law and Constitution, we stand or fall ; and that I 
law and Constitution we have in no respect of- ' 
fended. 

To cloak the overthrow of all law in Kansas, 
an assumption is now set up, which utterly de- 
nies one of the plainest rights of the people every- 
where. Sir, I beg Senators to understand that 
this is a Government of laws ; and that, under 
these laws, the people have an incontestable right | 
to settle any portion of our broad territory, and, ' 
if they choose, to propagate any opinions there, 
not openly forbidden by the laws. If this were 
not so, pray, sir, by what title is the Senator 
from Illinois, who is an emigrant from Vermont, 
propagating his disastrous opinions in another 
State ? Surely he ha3 no monopoly of this right 
Others may do what he is doing; nor can the 
right be in any way restrained. It is as broad 
as the people ; and it matters not whether they 
go in numbers small or great, with assistance or 

•M-. Kvaxs. of S uth Carolina, h re i terrup'ed Mr 
StMXKB to s-iy that lie did not kno v of any such a 'drt-ss. 
Mr. S. replied, that it was tak-n from Southern papf rs. 
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without assistance, under the auspices of socie- 
ties or not under such auspices. If this were not 
then, by what title are so many foreigners 
annually naturalized, under Democratic auspices, 
in order to secure their votes for misnamed 
Democratic principles ? And if capital as well as 
combination cannot be employed, by what title do 
renerable associations exist, of ampler means and 
longer duration than any Emigrant Aid Company, 
snund which cluster the regard and confidence 
of the country— the Tract Society, a powerful cor- 
poration, which scatters its publications freely in 
(foray corner of the land — the Bible Sock y, an 
j| incorporated body, with large resources, which 
H geeks to carry the Book of Life alike into Terri- 
tories and States — the Missionary Society, also 
an incorporated body, with large resources, which 
| sends its agents everywhere, at home and in fr 
" eign lands ? By what title do all these exi 
| Nay, sir, by what title does an Insurance Compa,- 
j ny in New York send its agent to open an office 
)t in New Orleans, and by what title does Massa- 
Ichnsetts capital contribute to the Hannibal and 
[| St. Joseph Railroad in Missouri, and also to 
" the copper mines of Michigan ? The Senator 
| inveighs against the Native American party ; but 
| his own principle is narrower than any attributed 
] to them. They object to the influence of emi- 
1 grants from abroad ; he objects to the influence 
sj of American citizens at home, when exerted in 
I States or Territories where they were not born ! 
« The whole assumption is too audaciousforrespeet- 
j M argument. But since a great right has been de- 
i nied, the children of the Free States, over whose 
? cradles has shone the North Star, owe it to them- 
] selves, to their ancestors, and to Freedom itself, 
' that this right should now be asserted to the fullest 
i, extent. By the blessing of God, and under the 
continued protection of the laws, they will go to 
a Kansas, there to plant their homes, inthe hope of 
\ elevating this Territory soon into the sisterhood of 
' Free States ; and to such end they will not hesi- 
tate, in the employment of all legitimate means, 
whether by companies of men or contributions 
of money, to swell a virtuous emigration, and 
they will justly scout any attempt to question 
this unquestionable right. Sir, if they failed to 
do this, thej wnild be fit only for slaves them- 
selves. 

God be praised! Massachusetts, honored 
Commonwealth that gives me the privilege to 
plead for Kansas on this floor, knows her rights, 
and will maintain them firmly to the end. This 
is not the first time in history, that her public 
acts have been arraigned, and that her public 
men have been exposed to contumely. Thus was 
it when, in the olden time, she began the great 
battle whose fruits you all enjoy. But never yet 
has she occupied a position so lofty as at this 
hour. By the intelligence of her population — 
by the resources of her industry — by her com- 
merce, cleaving every wave — by her manufactu res, 
various as human skill — by her institutions of ed- 
ucation, various as human knowledge — by her in- 
stitutions of benevolence, various as human suffer- 
ing— -by the pages of her scholars and historians — 
by the voices of her poets and orators, she is now 
exerting an influence more subtle and command- 



ing than ever before — shooting her far-darting 
rays wherever ignorance, wretchedness, or wrong, 
prevail, and flashing light even upon those who 
travel far to persecute her. Such is Massachu- 
setts, and I am proud to believe that you may 
as well attempt, with puny arm, to topple down 
the earth-rooted, heaven-kissing granite which 
crowns the historic sod of Bunker Hill, as to 
change her fixed resolves for Freedom everywhere, 
and especially now for Freedom in Kansas. I 
exult, too, that in this battle, which surpasses 
far in moral . grandeur the whole war of the 
Revolution, she is able to preserve her just emi- 
nence. To the first she contributed a larger 
number of troops than any other State in the 
Union, and larger than all the Slave States to- 
gether ; and now to the second, which is not of 
contending armies, but of contending opinions, 
on whose issue hangs trembling the advancing 
civilization of the country, she contributes, 
through the manifold and endless* intellectual 
activity of her children, more of that divine 
spark by which opinions are quickened into life, 
than, is contributed by any other State, or by all 
the Slave States together, while her annual pro- 
ductive industry excels in value three times the 
whole vaunted cotton crop of the whole South. 

Sir, to men on earth it belongs only to deserve 
success ; not to secure it ; and I know not how 
soon the efforts of Massachusetts will wear the 
crown of triumph. But it cannot be that sbe 
acts wrong for herself or children, when in this 
cause she thus encounters reproach. No ; by the 
generous souls who were exposed at Lexington; 
by those who stood arrayed at Bunker Hill ; by 
the many from her bosom who, on all the fields 
of the first great struggle, lent their vigorous 
arm3 to the cause of all ; by the children she has 
borne, whose names alone are national trophies, 
is Massachusetts now vowed irrevocably to this 
work. What belongs to the faithful servant she 
will do in all things, and Providence shall deter- 
mine the result. 

And here ends what I have to say of the four 
Apologies for the Crime against Kansas. 

III. From this ample survey, where one obstruc- 
tion after another ha3 been removed, I now pass, in 
the third place, to the consideration of the various 
remedies proposed, ending with the True Remedy. 

The Remedy should be co-extensive with, the 
original Wrong; and since, by the passage of the 
Nebraska Bill, not only Kansas, but also Nebraska, 
Minnesota, Washington, and even Oregon, have 
been opened to Slavery, the original Prohibition 
should be restored to its complete activity through- 
out these various Territories. By such a happy 
restoration, made in good faith, the whole coun- 
try would be replaced in the condition which it 
enjoyed before the introduction of that dishonest 
measure. Here is the Alpha and the Omega of 
our aim in this immediate controversy. But no 
such extensive measure is now.in question. The 
Crime against Kansas has been special, and all 
else is absorbed in the special remedies for it. 
Of these I shall now speak. 

As the Apologies were four-fold, so are the 
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Remedies proposed four-fold, and they range 
themselves in natural order, under designations 
which so truly disclose their character as even 
to supersede argument. First, we have the Rem- 
edy of Tyranny; next, the Remedy of Folly; next, 
the Remedy of Injustice and Civil War; and 
fourthly, the Remedy of Justice, and Peace. There 
are the four caskets ; and you are to determine 
which shall be opened by Senatorial votes. 

There is the Remedy of Tyranny, which, like its 
complement, the Apology of Tyranny— though 
espoused on this floor, especially by the Senator 
from Illinois — proceeds frpm the President, and 
is embodied in a special message. It proposes to 
enforce obedience to, the existing laws of Kansas, 
" whether Federal or local," when, in fact, Kansas 
has no "local" laws except those imposed by the 
Usurpation from Missouri, and it calls for ad 
ditional appropriations to complete this work of 
tyranny. . 

I shall not follow the President in his elaborate 
endeavor to prejudge the contested election now 
pending in the House of Representatives ; for this 
whole matter belongs to, 'the privileges of that 
body, and neither the. President nor the Senate 
has a right to intermeddle therewith. I do not 
touch it. But now, while dismissing it, I should 
not pardon myself, if I failed to add, that any per- 
son who founds his claim to a seat in Congress 
on the pretended votes of.hirelings *rom ariother 
State, with no home oh the soil of Kansas, plays 
the part of Anacharsis Clootz, who, at the bar of 
the French Convention, undertook to represent 
nations that knew him not, or, if they knew him, 
scorned him ; with this difference, that in our Amer- 
ican case, the excessive farce of the transaction 
cannot cover its tragedy. But all this I put aside — 
to deal only with what is legitimately before the 
Senate. 

I expose simply the Tyranny which upholds the 
existing Usurpation, and asks for additional ap- 
propriations. Let it be judged by an example, 
from which in this country there can be no ap- 
peal. Here is the speech of George III, made from 
the Throne to Parliament, in response to the com- 
plaints of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, 
which, though smarting under laws passed by 
usurped power, had yet avoided all armed op- 
position, while Lexington and Bunker Hill still 
slumbered in rural solitude, unconscious of the 
historic kindred which they were soon to claim. 
Instead of Massachusetts Bay, in the Royal 
speech, substitute Kansas, and the message of 
l he President will be found fresh on the lips of 
the British King. Listen now to the words, 
which, ia opening Parliament, 30th November, 
1774, his Majesty, according to the official report, 
wa3 pleased to speak : • 

•• My Lords and Gentlemen : 



proper and effectual for carrying into execution the. fob 
which were passed, in tlie last session of the. late ParliamtK 
for the protection and security of the Commerce of nni 
subjects, and for the restoring and preser-'im; pence 0 -! 
der, and tfood government, in the Province of the ilfasj 
eftu|eftt Bay." — American Archives, Mi series, vol. t,p^,i 

The King complained of a " daring spirit 
resistance and disobedience to the law ; " so a, 
does the President. The King adds, that it his 
" broke forth in fresh violences of a verycrimiaai 
nature;" so also does the President. . The King 
declares that these proceedings have been (f coun. 
tenanced and encouraged in other of my Colo- 
nies ; " even so the President declares that Kan. 
sas has found sympathy in " remote States." The 
King inveighs against " unwarrantable measures' 
and " unlawful combinations ; " even so inveighs 
■ the President. The King proclaims that he hte 
taken the necessary steps "for carrying into exe- 
cution the laws," passed in defiance of the cob- 
stitutional rights of the Colonies ; even so the 
President proclaims that he shall "exert the 
whole power of: the Federal Executive" to sap. 
port the Usurpation in Kansas. The parallel is 
complete. The Message, if not copied from the 
Speech of the King, has been fashioned on the 
same original block, and must be dismissed to 
the same limbo. I. dismiss its tyrannical assuop. 
tions in favor of the Usurpation. I dismiss also 
its petition for additional appropriations in the 
affected desire to maintain order in Kansas. It 
is not money or troops that you need there ; bat 
simply the good will of the President. That is 
all, absolutely. Let his complicity with the Crime 
cease, and peace will be restored. For myself, I 
will not consent to wad the National artillerj 
with fresh appropriation bills, when its murder- 
ous hail is to be directed against the constitu- 
tional rights of my fellow-citizens. 



'•It gives me much concern that I am obliged, at the 
cpu'iini; of this Parliament, to inform you that a most dar- 
ing spirit of resistance and disobedience to the late still un- 
happily prevails in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay, 
and ha-i in divers parts of it broke forth in fresh violences 
of a very uriuiiiiul nature. These proceedings have been 
countenanced in other of ?ny Colnnii.s. a'ld unwarrantable 
attempt* have b-.m made to obstruct the. Comiwrce. of this 
Kingdom, by unlawful combinations, i have taken such 
measures and givea such orders as I have judged most 



Next comes the Remedy of Folly, which, indeed, 
is also a Remedy of Tyranny ; but its Folly is so 
surpassing as to eclipse even its Tyranny. It 
does not proceed from the President. With this 
proposition he is not in any w&y chargeable. It 
comes from the Senator from South Carolina, 
who, at the close of a long speech, offered it as 
his single contribution to the adjustment of this 
question, and who thus far stands alone in its 
support. It might, therefore, fitly bear his name: 
but that which I now give to it is a more sug- 
gestive synonym. 

This proposition, nakedly expressed, is that 
the people of Kansas should be deprived of their 
arms. That I may not do the least injustice to 
the Senator, I quote his precise words : 

"The President of the United States is ii'vJci- the nic- 
est and most solemn obligations to interpose ; mid if I were 
to indicate the manner in wiiieh he slu.uld interpose in 
Kansas. I would point out the old common law process 
I would serve a warrant on Shnrpe's rifles, and i^Sharpe's 
rifles did not answer the summon-, and come i'.tocourt 
on a d;/y certain, or if tlicy resisted the «hcri;r. I would 
summon the yoyse.com. ! ta'ux. and would have Colonel Sum- 
ner's regiment to be a part of that )>osse mini talus!" 

Really, sir, has it come to this ? The rifle has 
ever been the companion of the pioneer, and, 
under God, his tutelar; protector against the 
red man and the beast of the forest. Never was 
this efficient weapon more needed in just self-do 
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fence, than now in Kansas, and at least one arti- 
cle in our National Constitution must be blotted 
out, before the complete right to it can in any 
ff ay be impeached. And yet such is the mad- 
ijjJ ne33 of the hour, tha t, in defiance of the solemn 
| guaranty, embodied in the Amendments to the 
}} Constitution, that "the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall pot be infringed," the 
people of Kansas have been arraigned for keep- 
ing and bearing them, and the Senator from 
South Carolina has had the face to say openly, 
on this floor, that they should bo disarmed — of 
course, that the fanatics of Slavery, his allies 
and constituents, may meet no impediment. Sir, 
the Senator is venerable with years; he is re- 
puted also to have worn at home, in the State 
which he represents, judicial honors ; and he is 
placed here at the head of an important Commit- 
tee occupied particularly with questions of law* ; 
but neither his years, nor his position, past or 
present, can give respectability to the demand he 
has made, or save him from indignant condemna- 
c tion, when, to compass the wretched purposes of 
', a wretched cause, he thus proposes to trample 
[ on one of the plainest provisions of constitution- 
[ al liberty. 

Fext comes the Remedy of Injustice and Civil 
War — Organized by Act of Congress. This prop- 
osition, which is also an offshoot of the original 
Remedy of Tyranny, proceeds from the Senator 
from Illinois, [Mr. Douglas,] with the sanction 
of the Committee on Territories, and is embodied 
in the Bill which is now pressed to a vote. 

By this Bill it is proposed, as follows : 

<; That whenever it shall appear, by a census to be ta- 
ken under the di-ection of the Governor, by the authority 
of the Legislature, that there shall be 93,420 inhabitants 
(that being iht number required by the present ratio of 
representation for a member of Congress) within the lim- 
its hereafter described as the Territory of Kansas, the 
Legislature of said Territory shall be. and is hereby, au- 
thorized to provide by law for the election of delegates, by 
thi people of said Territory, to assemble in Convention 
and form a Constitution and State Government, prepira- 
tor. to their almission into the Union on an equal footing 
with the. original Suites in all respects whatsoever, by the 
name of the State of Kansas." 

Now, sir, consider these words carefully, and 
you will see that, however plausible and velvet- 
pawed they may seem, yet in reality they are 
most unjust and'crueL "While affecting to ini- 
tiate honest proceedings for the formation of a 
State, they furnish to this Territory no redress 
for the Crime under which it suffers ; nay, they 
recognise the very Usurpation, in which the 
Crime ended, and proceed to endow it with new 
prerogatives. It is by the authority of the Legisla- 
ture that the census is to be taken, which is the 
first step in the work. It is also by the authority 
of the Legislature that a Convention is to be call- 
ed for the formation of a Constitution, which is 
the second step. But the Legislature is not 
obliged to take cither of these steps. To its ab- 
solute wilfulness is it left to act or not to act in 
the premises. And since, in the ordinary course 
of business, there can be no action of the-Legis- 
ture till January of the next year, all these 
steps, which are preliminary in their character, 
are postponed till after that distant day— thus 



keeping this great question open, to distract and 
irritate the country. Clearly this is not what is 
requited. The country desires peace at once, and 
is determined to have it. But this objection is 
slight by the side of the glaring Tyranny, that, 
in recognising the Legislature, and conferring 
upon it these new powers, the Bill recognises the 
existing Usurpation, not only as the authentic 
Government of the Territory for the time being, 
but also as possessing a creative power to repro- 
duce itself in the new State. Pass this Bill, and 
you enlist Congress in the conspiracy, not only 
to keep the people of Kansas in their presen 
subjugation, throughout their Territorial exist- 
ence, but also to protract this subjugation into 
their existence as a State, while you legalize and 
perpetuate the yery force by which Slavery has 
been already.planted there. 

| know that there is another deceptive clause, 
which seems to throw certain safeguards around 
the election of delegates to the Convention, when 
that' Convention shall be ordered by the Legislature; 
but out of this very clause do I draw a condem- 
nation of the Usurpation which the Bill recog- 
nises. It provides that the tests, coupled with 
the electoral franchise, shall not prevail in the 
election of delegates, and thus impliedly con- 
demns them. But if they are not to prevail on 
this occasion; why are they permitted at the elec- 
tion of the Legislature ? If they are unjust in the 
one case, thoy are nnjust in the other. If annul- 
led at the election of delegates, they should be an- 
nulled at the election of the Legislature ; whereas 
the Bill of the Senator leaves all these offensive tests 
in full activity at the election of the very Legislature 
out of which this whole proceeding is to come, and it 
leaves the polls at both elections in the control 
of the officers appointed by the Usurpation. 
Consider well the facts. By an existing statute, 
establishing the Fugitive Slave Bill as a shib- 
boleth, a large portion of the honest citizens are 
excluded from voting for the Legislature, while, by 
another statute, all who present themselves with 
a fee of one dollar, whether from Missouri or not, 
and who can utter this shibboleth, are entitled to 
vote. And it is a Legislature thus chosen, under 
the auspices of officers appointed by the Usurpa- 
tion, that you now propose to invest with parental 
powers to rear the Territory into a State. You 
recognise and confirm the Usurpation, which you 
ought to annul without delay. You put the in- 
fant State, now preparing to take a place in our 
sisterhood, to suckle with the wolf, which you 
ought at once to kill. The improbable story of 
Baron Munchausen is verified. The bear, which 
thrust itself into the harness of the horse it 
had devoured, and then whirled the sledge ac- 
cording to mere brutal bent, is recognised by this 
bill, and kept in its usurped place, when the 
safety of all requires that it should be shot. 

In characterizing this Bill as the Remedy of 
Injustice and Civil War, I give it a plain, self- 
evident title. It is a continuation of the Crime 
against Kansas, and as such deserves the same 
condemnation. It can only be defended by those 
who defend the Crime. Sir, you cannot expect 
that the people of Kansas will submit to the 
Usurpation which this bill sets up, and bids them 
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bow before — as the Austrian tyrant set up his 
cap in the Swiss market-place. If you madly 
persevere, Kansas will not be without her Wil- 
liam Tell, who will refuse at all hazards to rec- 
ognise the tyrannical edict ; and this will be 
the beginning of civil war. 

Next, and lastly, comes the Remedy of Justice 
and Peace, proposed by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Seward,]. and embodied in his Bill for 
the immediate admission of Kansa3 as a State of 
this Union, now pending as a substitute for the 
bill of the Senator from Dlinois. This is sus- 
tained by the prayer of the people of the Territo- 
ry, setting forth a Constitution formed by a spon- 
taneous movement, in which all there had op- 
portunity to participate, without distinction if 
party. Rarely has any proposition, so simple in 
character, so entirely practicable, so absolutely 
within your power, been presented, which prom- 
ised at once siu beneficent results. In its 
adoption, the Crk_- against Kansas will be all 
happily absolved, the Usurpation which it estab- 
lished will be peacefully suppressed, and order 
will be permanently secured. By a joyful meta- 
morphosis, this fair Territory may be saved from 
outrage. 

" Gh he'p," sha cries, " in this extremest heed, 
If you who hear are Deities indeed ; 
Gaps earth, and make for this dread foe a tomb 
Or change my form, whence ail my sorrows come.'' 

In offering this proposition, ibe Senator from 
New York has entitled himself to the gratitude 
of the country. He has,. throughout a life of un- 
surpassed industry, and of eminent abilify, done 
much for Freedom, which the world will not let 
die ; but he has done nothing more opportune 
than this, and he has uttered no words more 
effective than the speech, so masterly and ingeni- 
ous, by which he ha3 vindicated it. 

Kansas now presents herself for admission with 
a Constitution republican in form. And, independ- 
ent of the great nec- ssity of the case, three con- 
siderations of fact concur in commending her. 
First. She thus testifies her willingness to relieve 
the Federal Government of the considerable pe- 
cuniary responsibility to which it is now exposed 
on account of the pretended Territorial Govern- 
ment. Secondly. She has by her recent conduct, 
particularly in repelling the invasion at Wakaru- 
sa, evinced an ability to defend her Government. 
And, thirdly, by the pecuniary credit, which she 
now enjoys, she shows an undoubted ability to 
support it. What now can stand in her way? 

The power of Congress to admit Kansas at 
once is explicit. It is found in a single clause of 
the Constitution, which, standing by itself, with- 
out any qualification applicable to the present 
case, and without doubtful words, requires no 
commentary. Here it is : 

" New States may be admitted by Congress into this 
Union ; but no new State shall be formed or erected with- 
in the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any Slate be 
formed by the junction of two or more States or parts of 
States, without the consent of the Legislatures of the 
S;a:es concerned, as well as of the Congress." 

New States may be admitted. Out of that lit- 
tle word, may, comes the power, broadly and ful- 
ly — without any limitation founded on population 
or preliminary forms — provided the State is not 



within the jurisdiction of another State, nor 
formed by the junction of two or more States or 
parts of States, without the consent of the Legis- \ 
latures of the States. Kansas is not within the ' 
legal jurisdiction of another State, although the 
laws of Missouri have been tyrannically extend- 
ed over her; nor is Kansas formed by the juno- 
tion of two or more States ; and, therefore, San- 
sas may be admitted by Congress into the Union, 
without regard to population or preliminary B 
forms. You cannot deny the power, without i 
obliterating this clause of the Constitution. The 1 
Senator from New York was right in rejecting aE : 
appeal to precedents, as entirely irrelevant ; for j 
the power invoked is clear and express in the I 
Constitution, which is above all precedent. But, j 
since precedent has been enlisted, let u8 look at 
precedent. 

It is objected that the population of Kansas is 
not sufficient for a State ; and this objection is 
sustained by under-reckoning the numbers there, 
and exaggerating the numbers required by prece- 
dent. In the absence of any recent census, it is 
impossible to do more than approximate to the 
actual population ; but, from careful inquiry of 
the best sources, I am led to place it now at 
50,000, though I observe that a prudent author- 
ity, the Boston Daily Advertiser, puts it as high 
as 60,000, and, while I speak, this remarkable 
population, fed by fresh emigration, is outstrip- 
ping even these calculations. Nor can there be 
a doubt, that, before the assent of Congress can 
be perfected in the ordinary course of legislation, 
this population will swell to the large number of 
93,420, required in the Bill of the Senator from 
Illinois. But, in making this number the condition 
of the admission of Kansas, you set up an extraor- 
dinary standard. " There is nothing out of which 
it can be derived, from the beginning to the end 
of the precedents. Going back to the days of ; 
the Continental Congress, you will find that, in • 
1784, it was declared that 20,000 freemen in a 
Territory might " establish a permanent Constitu- 
tion and Government for themselves," {Jourrjh 
of Congress, Vol. 4, p. 379 ;) and, though this 
number was afterwards, in the Ordinance of 1787 
for the Northwestern Territory, raised to 60,00, 
yet the power was left in Congress, and subse- 
quently exercised in more than one instance, to 
constitute a State with a smaller number. Out 
of all the new States, only Maine, Wisconsin, and 
Texas, contained, at the time of their admission 
into the Union, so large a popul as it is 
proposed to require in Kansas; n: no less 
\hm fourteen new States have been admitted with 
a smaller population ; as will appear in the fol- 
lowing list, which is the result of research, show- 
ing the number of " free inhabitants " in these 
States at the time of the proceedings which end- 
ed in their admission : 

45,000 
56,585 
41,000 
92,G73 
27,091 
81,921 
02.591 



Vermont - 


- 85,416 


Illinois - - - 


Kentucky - 


- 61,103 


Missouri - - 


Tennessee - 


- 66,649 


Arkansas - - 


Ohio- - - 


- 50,000 


Michigan - - 
Florida - - - 


Louisiana - 


- 41,890 


Indiana - - 


- 00,000 


Iowa- - 


Mississippi - 


- 35,000 


California - - 


Alabama - 


- 50,000 
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But this is not all. At the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution, there were three of the old 
Thirteen States whose respective populations did 
not reach the amount now required for Kansas. 
These were Delaware, with a population . of 
59 096; Rhode Island, with a population of 
64'689; and Georgia, with a population of 82,548. 
And even now, while I speak, there are at least 
two States, with Senators on this floor, which, 
according to the last census, do riot contain the 
population now required of Kansas. I refer to 
Delaware, with a population of 91,635, and Flor- 
ida, with a population of freemen amounting only 
to 4*7,203. So much for precedents of population. 

But in sustaining this objection, j.t is not un- 
common to depart from the strict rule of numeri- 
cal precedent, by suggesting that the population 
required in a new State has always been, in point 
of fact, above the existing ratio of representation 
for a member of the House of Representatives. 
But this is not true ; for at least one State, Flor- 
ida, was admitted with a population below this 
ratio, which at the time was 70,680. So much, 
again, for precedents. But even if this coinci- 
dence were complete, it would be impossible to 
press it into a binding precedent. The rule 
seems reasonable, and, in ordinary cases, would 
not be questioned; but it cannot be drawn or 
implied from the Constitution. Besides, this ra- 
tio is, in itself, a sliding scale. At first, it was 
33,000, and thus continued till 1811, when it was 
put at 35,000. In 1822, it was 40,000 ; in 1832, 
it was 47,700 ; in 1842, it was 70,680 ; and now, 
it is 93,420. If any ratio is to be made the found- 
ation of a binding rule, it should be that which 
prevailed at the adoption of the Constitution, and 
which still continued, when Kansas, as a part of 
Louisiana, was acquired from France, under sol- 
emn stipulation that it should " be incorporated 
into the Union of the United States as soon as 
may be consistent with the principles of the 
Federal Constitution." But thi3 whole objection 
is met by the memorial of the people of Florida, 
which, if good for that State, is also good for 
Kansas. Here is a passage : 

'• But the people of Florida respectfully insist that their 
right to be admitted into the Federal Union as a State is 
not dependent upon the fact of their having a popula- 
tion equal to such ratio. Their right to admission, it is 
conceived, ^guarantied by the express pledge in the sixth 
article of the treaty before quoted; and if any rule as to 
the number of the population is to govern, it should he that 
in existence at the time of the cession which was thirty- 
five thousand. They subm t, however, that any ratio of 
representation, dependent upon legislative action, based 
solely on convenience und expediency, shifting and 
vacillating as the opinion of a majority of Congress may 
make it, now gr aler than at a previous apportionment, 
but which a future Congress may prescriue to be \ess, 
cannot be one of the constitutional " principles" referred 
to in the treaty, consistency with which, by its terms, is 
required It is. in truth, but a mere regulation, not found- 
eJ on principle. No specified number of population is 
required by any recognised principl- as necessary in the 
"Stablishmenl ot a free Government. 

''It is in u wise ' inconsistent with the principles of the 
Federal Constitution,' 1 that the population of a State should 
be less than the ratio of Congressional representation. 
The very case is provided for in the Constitution. Wi'h 
such deficicrt population, she would be entitled to one 
Representative. If any eve - t should cause a decrease of 
the popu'ation of one of the States even to a number be- 
low ihe minimum ratio of representa'icn prescribed by 
the Constitution, s> e would still remain a member of the 
Confederacy, and be eiritle to -uch Representative. It 



is respectfully urged, that a rale or principle which would 
not justify the expulsion of a State with a deficient popu- 
lation, on the ground of inconsistency with the Constitu- 
tion, should not exclude or prohibit admission."— (Exec. 
Doc, 27*A Cong., 2d sess., Vol. 4, No. 206.) 

Thus, sir, do the people of Florida plead for 
the people of Kansas. 

Distrusting the objection from inadequacy of 
population, it is said that the proceedings for the 
formation of a new State are fatally defective in 
form. It is not asserted that a previous enabling 
Act of Congress is indispensable ; for there are no- 
torious precedents the other way, among which 
are Kentucky in 1791 ; Tennessee in 1796 ; Maine 
in 1820 ; and Arkansas and Michigan in 1836. 
But it is urged that in no instance has a State 
been admitted, whose Constitution was formed 
without such enabling Act, or without the au- 
thority of the Territorial Legislature. This is 
not true ; for California came into the Union with 
a Constitution, formed not only without any 
previous enabling Act, but also without any 
sanction from a Territorial Legislature. The 
proceedings which ended in this Constitution 
were initiated by the military Governor there, 
acting under the exigency of the hour. This 
instance may not be identical in all respects with 
that of Kansas ; but it displaces completely one 
of the assumptions which Kansas now encoun- 
ters, and it also shows completely che disposi- 
tion to relax all rule, under the exigency of the 
hour, in order to do substantial justice. 

But there is a memorable instance, which con- 
tains in itself every element of irregularity which 
you denounce in the proceedings of Kansas. Mich- 
igan, now cherished with such pride as a sister 
State, achieved admission into the Union in per- 
sistent defiance of all rule. Do you ask for pre- 
cedents ? Here is a precedent for the largest lati- 
tude, which you, who profess a deference to pre- 
cedent, cannot disown. Mark now the stages of 
this case. The first proceedings of Michigan 
were without any previous enabling Act of Con- 
gress ; and she presented herself at your door 
with a Constitution thus formed, and with Sena- 
tors chosen under that Constitution — precisely 
as Kansas now. This was in December, 1835. 
while Andrew Jackson was President. By the 
leaders of the Democracy at that time, all objec- 
tion for alleged defects of form was scouted, 
and language was employed which is strictly- 
applicable to Kansas. There is nothing new 
under the sun; and the very objection of the 
President, that the application of Kansas pro- 
ceeds from " persons acting against authorities 
duly constituted by Act of Congress," was hurled 
against the application of Michigan, in debate 
on this floor, by Mr. Hendricks, of Indiana. This 
was his language : 

"But the people of Michigan, in prtsenting their Senate 
and House of Represetiiativesas the legislative powerex- 
isling there, showed that they had trampled upon and vio- 
lated the laics rf the United Stales establishing a Territorial 
Government in Michigan. These laws were, or ought to 
be. in •ull force there; but. by the character and position 
assumed, they had set up a Government antaconist to that 
of the United States."— {Congress Deb., Vol. 12. p. 238. 34 tA 
Cong , 1st session.) 

To this impeachment Mr. Benton replied in these 
effective words : 
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"Conventions were original acts ofthe people. The} de- 
pended upon inherentiaiia yialieniible rights. The people 
of any Slate may at > ny ijnje,,hieet in Convention, without 
a law of their Legislature, JfLncf without any provision, or 
against any provision hi ipejr Constitution, and may aifer 
or abolish the whole frame of Government as they please. 
The sovereign power to" govern themselves was in the 
majority, and they could hot be divested -t' it."— (Ibid., p. 
1036.) 

Mr. Buchanan vieil t with Mr. Benton in vindi- 
cating the new State : " ' 

•'The precedent in, the case of Tennessee, has com- 
pletely iiieueeil'all oppostfiori in regard' to the necessity 
of a; pretfibus .&c2.<Sf .Congress to enable the people of 
•Mjp^iKan to foriri.'^Stai^ Constitution. It now seems to 
' t>c'-.oorice<letl "that' our subsequent approbation is equiva- 
'lerit'-to'wfr 1 p'rivtous Hftfdn; This can no longer be 
doubted. We have the unquestionable power of waiving any 
irregularities in. the mode of framing the Coiistitution, had 
nny such existed."— (Ibid., p. 10-11.) 

" He did hope that by this bill all objection.* would be 
removed; and f. at, this State, so ready to rush into our 
arms, would not be repulsed, because of the absence of some 
formalities which perhaps were very proper, but certainly not 
ittdispensable." — (Ibid., p. 1015.) 

After an animated contest in the Senate, the 
Bill for the admission of Michigan, on her assent 
to certain conditions, was passed, by 23 yeas to 8 
nays. But you find weight, as well as numbers, 
on the side of the new State. Among the yeas 
were Thomas H. Benton of Missouri, James Bu- 
chanan of Pennsylvania, Silas Wright of New 
York, W. R. King of Alabama. — (Cong. Globe, 
Vol. 3d, p. 21 G, 1st session 24th Cong.) Subse- 
quently, on motion of Mr. Buchanan, the two 
gentlemen sent as Senators "by the new State 
received tho regular compensation for attendance 
throughout the very session in which their seats 
had been so' acrimoniously assailed. — (Ibid., p. 
448.) 

In tho House of Representatives the application 
was equally successful. The Committee on the 
Judiciary, in an elaborate report, reviewed the 
objections, and, among other things, said : 

"That the people of Michigan have, without due author- 
ity forin-d a Stute Government, but, nevertheless, that 
Congress has power to waive any objection which might, on 
that account, be entertained, to :he ratification of the Consti- 
tution whirl) they have adopted, and to admit their Sena- 
tors and Representative? to take their seats in the Congress 
of the United States"— ( E.rcc. Doc. 1st sess. 2Uh Cong., 
Vol. Ab ;fc0.) 

The House sustained this view by a vote of 153 
yeas to 45 nays. In this large majority, by which 
the title of Michigan was then recognised, will be 
found the name of Franklin Pierce, at that time 
a Representative from New Hampshire. 

But the case was not ended. The fiercest trial 
aud the greatest irregularity remained. The Act 
providing for the admission of the new State 
contained a modification of its boundaries, and 
proceeded to require, ag a fundamental condition, 
that these should "receive the assent of a Con- 
vention of delegates, elected by the people ofthe 
said State, for the sole purpose of giving the as- 
sent herein required." — (Statutes at Large, Vol. 5, 
/'. 50, Act of June 5tk, 1836.) Such a Conven- 
tion, duly elected under a call from tho Legisla- 
ture, met in pursuance of law, and, after consid- 
eration, declined to come into the Union on the 
condition proposed. But the action of this Conven- 
tion was not u-niver3ally satisfactory, and in order 
to effectan admission into theUnion, another Con- 
vention was called professedly by the people, in 



their sovereign capacity, without any author^ 
from State or Territorial Legislature; nay, si' 
according to the language ofthe present Presi! 
dent, " against authorities duly constituted \<\ 
Act of Congress ; " at least as much as the recent 
Convention in Kansas. The irregularity of tijJ 
Convention was increased by the circumstance] 
that two of the, oldest counties of the State, con.} 
prising a population of some 25,000 souls, refused' 
to take any part in it, even to the extent of not : 
opening the polls for the election of delegates' 
claiming that it was held without warrant^ 
law, and in defiance of the legal Convention i 
This popular Convention, though wanting a'j 
popular support co-extensive with the State, jet r 
proceeded, by formal act, to give the assent off 
the people of Michigan to tlie fundamental con- i 
dition proposed by Congress. 

The proceedings of the two Conventions were 
transmitted to President Jackson, who, by met..; 
sage, dated 27th December, 1836, laid thembott! 
before Congress, indicating very clearly his it.''. 
sire to ascertain the will of the people, without ! 
regard to form. The origin of the popular Con- 
vention he thus describes : j 

" This Convention was not held or eloe cd by vlnue of f 
any net ofthe Territorial or State Legislature, it ori^ina. ! 
ted from the People themselves. »nd was chosen by them [ 
in pursuance of resoluiions adopted in primary assemble! [ 
held in the respective counties." — (Sen. Doc..'2dsess.'M 
Cong., Vol. 1, I\'o. 3G.) 

And he then declares that, had these proceed- 
ings come to him during the recess of Congress, 
he should have felt it his duty, on being satisfied 
that they emanated from a Convention of dele- 
gates elected in point of fact, by the People of tk 
State, to issue his proclamation for the admission 
of the State. 

The Committee on the Judiciary in the Senate, f 
of which Felix Grundy was Chairman, after in- 1 
quiry, recognised the competency of the popu-j. 
lar Convention, as " elected by the People ofthe ■ 
State of Michigan," and reported a Bill, respon- 
sive to their assent of the proposed condition, ff; 
the admission of the State without further condi- u 
tion.— (Statutes at Large, Vol.. 5, p. 1 44, Act of 26th ■ 
Jan., 1837.) Then, sir, appeared the veryobjec-l 
tions which are now directed against Kansas. It ! 
was complained that the movement for immediate 
admission was the work of " a minority," and 
that " a great majority of the State feel other- 
wise."— (Sen. Doc, 2d sess. 24lh Cong., Vol. 1. 
No. 37.) And a leading Senator, of great ability 
and integrity, Mr. Ewixrj, of Ohio, broke forth in 
a catechism which would do for the present hour. 
He exclaimed : 

"What evidence had the Senate ofthe organization of 
the Convention ? Ofthe organization of the popular as- 
semblies who appointed their delegates to that Conven- 
tion? None on earth. Who they were, that met and voted, 
we had no informa'inn. Who gave the notice ? And for I 
what di-1 the People receive the notice? To meet fnd 
elect? What evidence wa« there that the Convention 
acted according to law? Were th<; delegates sworn! 
And. if so, they wre extra-judicial oaths, and not Mint- 
ing upon them. Were the votes counted ? In fact, it wp< 
not a proceeding under he form? of law. lor they wete 
to'a lv di^reear fed.' - — (Cong. Globe. Vol. I, j>. 60, 2r/ s'f 
2-1 /A Cmig.) 

And the same able Senator, on another occasion, 
after exposing the imperfect evidence with regard 
to the action of the Convention, existing only in 
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[ letters and in an article from a Detroit newspaper, 
lj? -again exclaimed : 

9- " { "This, sir, is the evidence to support an organic law of 
''f "*a ne« r S' 810 a ' )OUt 10 e >iter into the Union ! Yes. of an 
'[;''.«anic law, the very highest act a community of men 
'\ '■ .n perform. Letters referring to other letters and a scrap 
"! "alt newspaper."-! Cong. Debates, Vol. 13, Part I, p. 233.) 

;] - ; It was Mr. Calhoun, however, who pressed the 
•l opposition with the most persevering intensity. In 
i' bis sight, the admission of Michigan, under the 
I ' circumstances, " would be the most monstrous 
'■ proceeding under our Constitution that can be 
li conceived, the most repugnant to its principles 
I and dangerous in its consequences." — (Cong. De- 
I 'lalfs, Vol. 13, p. 210.) " There is not," he exelaim- 
r ,:,!, 1: one particle of official evidence before us. 
; We have nothing but the private letters of indi- 
i viduals, who do not, know even the numbers that 
{'voted on either occasion. They know nothing 
j of the qualifications of voters, nor how their votes 
twero received, nor by whom counted." — (Ibid.) 
| And he proceeded to characterize the popular 
\ Convention as "not only a party caucus, for party 
| purpose, but a criminal meeting-— a meeting to 
subvert the authority of the State and to assume 
| its sovereignty " — adding, "that the actors in that 
f meeting might be indicted, tried, and punished" — 
' and he expressed astonishment that " a self-cre- 
| ated meeting, convened for a criminal object, had 
dared to present to this Government an act of 
theirs, and to expect that we are to 'receive this 
irregular and criminal act as a fulfilment of the 
condition which we had presented for the admis- 
i sion of the State ! " — ( Ibid..}). 299.) No stronger 
[ words have been employed against Kansas. 

But the single question on which all the pro- 
ceedings then hinged, and which is as pertinent 
in the case of Kansas as in the case of Michigan, 
was thus put by Mr. Mouius, of Ohio — (Ibid, p. 
215) — " Will dngrcss recognise as valid, constitu- 
tional, and obligatory, icithout the color of a laiv of 
Michigan to sustain it, an act done by iheFeoph of that 
Slate in their primary assemblies, and acknowledge 
that act as obligatory on the constituted authorities 
and Legislature of the State ? " This question, thus 
distinctly presented, was answered in debate by 
able Senators, among whom were 
and Mr. King. But there was one 
lias since enjoyed much public confidence, and 
lias left many memorials of an industrious career 
in the Senate and in diplomatic life, James 
Bi'ciiiN'AN, who rendered himself conspicuous by 
the ability and ardor with which, against all 
assaults, he upheld the cause of the popular Con- 
vention, which was so strongly denounced, and 
tin' entire conformity -of its proceedings with the 
genius of American Institutions. His speeches 
•>a that occasion contain an unanswerable argu- 
ment, at all points, mulato nomine, for the imme- 
diate admission of Kansas under her present 
l-oiistuulion ; nor is there anything by which 
he is now distinguished that will redound so 
truly to his fume — if he only continues true to 
them. But the question was eniphaticallv an- 
swered in the Senate by the final vote on the pas- 
sage of the Bill, where we find 25 yeas to only 10 
na.vs. In the House of Representatives, after de- 
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uate, t.*e question was answered in the same ' 



way, by a vote of 148 yeas to 58 nays ; and 
among the yeas is again the name of Fhankmn 
Piekce, a Representative from New Hampshire. 

Thus, in that day, by such triumphant votes, 
did the cause of Kansas prevail in the name of 
Michigan. A popular Convention — called abso- 
lutely without authority, and containing dele- 
gates from a portion only of the population — 
called, too, in opposition to constituted authori- 
ties, and in derogation of another Convention 
assembled under the forms of law— stigmatized 
as a caucus and a criminal meetingj whose au- 
thors were liable to indictment, trial, and punish- 
ment — was, after -ample debate, recognised by 
Congress as valid, and Michigan now holds her 
place 'in the Union, and her Senators sit on this 
floor, by virtue of that act. Sir, if Michigan is 
legitimate, Kansas cannot be illegitimate. You 
bastardize Michigan when you refuse to recognise 
Kansas. 

Again, I say, do you require a precedent ? I 
give it to you. But I will not stake this cause 
on any precedent. I plant It firmly on the fun- 
damental principle of American Institutions, as 
embodied in the Declaration of Independence, 
by which Government is recognised as deriving 
its just powers only from the consent of the gov- 
erned, who may alter or abolish it when it be- 
comes destructive of their rights. In the debate 
on the Nebraska Bill, at the overthrow m the 
Prohibition of Slavery, the Declaration Oi Inde- 
pendence was denounced as a " self-evident lie." 
It is only by a similar audacity that the funda- 
mental principle, which sustains the proceed- 
ings in Kansas, can be assailed. Nay, more: 
you must disown the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and adopt the Circular of the Holy Alli- 
ance, which declaims that " useful.and necessary 
changes in legislation and in the administration 
of States ought only to emanate from the free will 
and the intelligent and well-weighed conviction of 
those whom God has rendered responsible for pow- 
er." Face to face, I put the principle of the 
Declaration of Independence and the principle 
of the Holy Alliance, and bid them grapple ! 
" The one places the remedy in the hands which 
feel the disorder ; the other places the remedy in 
the hands which cause the disorder;" and when 
I thus truthfully characterize them, I but adopt 
a sententious phrase from the Debates in the 
Virginia Convention on the adoption of the Fed- 
eral Constitution. — (3 Elliot's Debates, 101 — Mr. 
Corbin.) And now these two principles, embod- 
ied in the rival propositions of the Senator from 
New York and the Senator from Illinois, must 
grapple on this floor. 

Statesmen and judges, publicists and author?, 
with names of authority in American history, 
espouse and vindicate the American principle. 
Hand in hand, they now stand around Kansas, 
and feel this new State lean on them for support! 
Of these I content myself with adducing two 
only, both from slaveholding Virginia, in days 
when Human Rights were not without support 
'n that State. Listen to the language of St. 
George Tucker, the distinguished commentator 
upon Blackstono, uttered from the bench in a 
judicial opinion : 
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■• rii • o ver of convening the legal Assemblies, or the 

0 - Hiuii r j- constitutional I^vgislature, resided solely in the 
Executive. They could neither be chosen without writs 
:.-sued by its authority, nor' assemble, when chosen, but 
iindi-r the same authority. The Conventions, on the con- 
trary, were chosen and assembled, either m pursuance of 
recommendations from Congress, or from theirown bodies, 
or by the discretion and common consent of the people. They 
were held even whilst a legal Assembly exisied. Witness 
the Convention held at Richmond, in March, 1775; after 
which period, the legal constitutional Assembly was con- 
vened in vVHliamsburg, by the Governor, Lord Dunmore. 
* * * Yet a constitutional dependenee on the British Gov- 
ernment was never denied until the succeeding May. * * 
The Convention, then, was not the ordinary Legislature 
of Virginia. It was the body of the people, impelled to as- 
semble from a sense of common dauger, consulting for the 
common good, and acting in all things for the common 
safety."— (1 Virginia Cases, 70, 71, Kamper vs. Hawkins.) 

Listen also to the language of James Madison : 

"That in all great changes of established government, 
forms ought to give way to substance ; that a rigid adher- 
ence in such cases to the forms would render nominal and 
nugatory the traxscendent and precious right of the people 
•to abolish or alter their Government, as to them shall 
s^ein most likely to effect then' safety and happiness.' * * 
Ncr can it have been forgotten that no little ill-timed scru- 
ples, no zeal /or adhering to ordinary forms, wire anywhere 
seen, except in those who wished to indulge under these masks 
their secret enmity to the substance contended for " — (The 
Federalist, Wo. 40 ) 

Proceedings thus sustained, I am unwilling to 
call revolutionary, although this term haa the 
sanction of the Senator from New York. Tbey 
are founded on an unquestionable American 
right, declared with Independence, confirmed by 
the blood of the fathers, and expounded by pa- 
triots, which cannot be impeached without im- 
pairing the liberties of all. On this head the 
Lmguage of Mr. Buchanan, in reply to Mr. Cal- 
Itoun, is explicit : 

" Does the Senator [Mr. Cnlhoun] contend, the?, that if, 
in one of the Slates of this Union, the Government be so 
organized as to utterly destroy the right of equal repre- 
sentation, there ia no mode of obtaining redress, but by an 
art of the Leiri'lature authorizing a Conven'ion, or by 
open rebellion? Must the people step at once from op- 
pression to open war? Must it be either absolute submis- 
sion, or absolute revolution? Is there no middle course? 

1 CKiinot agree with the Senator. I say that the whole 
li story of our Government establishes the principle that 
thn people are sovereign, and that a majority of them can 
aluir or change their fundamental laws at pleasure. I deny 
that this is either rebellion or revolution. It is an essential 
and a terognised principle in all our forms of government." — 
(Coimras. Dtb., Vol. 13, p. 313, '21th Cong.,'id session.) 

Surely, sir, if ever there was occasion for the 
exercise of this right, the time had come in Kan- 
sas. The people there had been subjugated by 
a horde of foreign invaders, and brought under 
a tyrannical code of revolting barbarity, while 
property and life among them were left exposed 
to audacious assaults which flaunted at noon- 
d.iy, and to reptile abuses which crawled in the 
darkness of night. Self-defence m the Jim law of 
nature; and unless this law is temporarily si- 
lenced — as all other law has been silenced there — 
you cannot condemn the proceedings in Kansas. 
Here, sir, is an unquestionable authority — in itself 
an overwhelming law — which belongs to all coun- 
tries and times — which is the same in Kansas as 
at Athens and Rome — which is now, and will be 
hereafter, as it was in other days — in presence of 
which Acts of Congress and Constitutions are 
powerless, as the voice of man against the thun- 
der which rolls through the sky — which whispers 
itself coeval with life — whose very breath is life 
itself ; and now, in the last resort, do I place all 



these proceedings under this supreme safeguard '■ 
which you will assail in vain. Any opposition 
must be founded on a fundamental perversion of 
facts, or a perversion of fundamental principle; 
which no speeches can uphold, though surpass, j 
ing in numbers the nine hundred thousand pile! 1 
driven into the mud in order to sustain theDuvi i; 
Stad-house at Amsterdam! 

Thus, on every ground of precedent, whetbe \ 
as regards population or forms of proceeding;! 
also, on the vital principle of American Institt f 
tions ; and, lastly, on the absolute law of aelf. L 
defence, do I now invoke the power of Con.; 
gress to admit Kansas at once and withotii, 
hesitation into the Union. "New States m®i 
be admitted by the Congress into the Union;" f: 
such are the words of the Constitution. If y« f 
hesitate for want of precedent, then do I appeal 
to the great principle of American Institutions 
If, forgetting the origin of the Republic, you torn 
away from this principle, then, in the name of 
human nature, trampled down and oppressed 
but aroused to a just self-defence, do I plead for 
the exercise of this power. Do not hoarlccn,Is 
pray you, to the propositions of Tyranny anrtj; 
Folly; do not be ensnared by that other propo- ' 
sition of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douglas ] 
in which is the horrid root of Injustice and Civil 
War. But apply gladly, and at once, tb' TV; 
Remedy, wherein are Justice and Pcac-». 
i 

Mr. President, an immense space has bera 
traversed, and I now stand at the goal. The 
argument in its various parts is here closed. The 
Crime against Kansas has been displayed in its 
origin and extent, beginning with the overthrow : 
of the Prohibition of Slavery ; next cropping out 
in conspiracy on the borders of Missouri ; then 
hardening into a continuity of outrage, throngh 
organized invasions and miscellaneous assault!, 
in which all security was destroyed, and ending 
at last in the perfect subjugation of a generous 
people to an unprecedented Usurpation. Turn- j 
ing aghast from the Crime, which, like murder, j 
seemed to confess itself " with most miraculot: U 
organ," we have looked with mingled shame audi 
indignation upon the four Apologies, whether of 
Tyranny, Imbecility, Absurdity, or Infamy, inj 
which it has been wrapped, marking especially the! 
false testimony, congenial with the original Crime, 
against the Emigrant Aid Company. Then wert 
noted, in succession, the four Remedies, whether 
of Tyranny — Folly — Injustice and Civil War— or 
Justice and Peace, which last bid3 Kansas, it 
conformity with past precedents and nnder the- 
exigencies of the hour, in order to redeem her 
from Usurpation, to take a place as a sovereign 
State of the Union ; and this is the True Reme- 
dy. If in this argument I have not unworthik 
vindicated Truth, then have I spoken according 
to my desires; if imperfectly, then only accord 
ing to my powers. But there are other thing!,; 
not belonging to the argument, which still pres 
for utterance. 

Sir, the people of Kansas, bone of your bon* | 
and flesh of your flesh, witli the education ol 
freemen and the rights of American citizens, now •' 
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stand at jour door. Will you send them away, 
or bid them enter? Will you push them back 
to renew their struggles with a deadly foe, or 
j will ycu preserve them in security and peace? 
i Will yiu cast them again into the den of Tyranny, 
; or will you help their despairing efforts to escape ? 
These questions I put with no common solicitude ; 
for I feel that on their just determination de- 
pend all the most precious interests of the Re- 
public; and I perceive too clearly the prejudices 
in the way, and the accumulating bitterness 
against this distant people, now claiming their 
simple birthright, while I am bowed with mortifi- 
cation, as I recognise the President of the United 
States, who should have been a staff to the weak 
and a shield to the innocent, at the head of this 
strange oppression. 

At every stage, the similitude between the 
wrongs of Kansas, and those other wrongs 
against which our fathers rose, becomes more ap- 
parent. Read the Declaration of Independence, 
and there is hardly an accusation which is there 
directed against the British Monarch, which may 
not now be directed with increased force against 
the American President. The parallel has a 
fearful particularity. Our fathers complained 
that the King had " sent hither swarms of offi- 
cers, to harass our people, and eat out their sub- 
stance ; " that he " had combined, with others, 
to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our Con- 
stitution, giving his assent to their acts of pretended 
legislation;" that "he had abdicated govern- 
ment here, by declaring us out of his protection, 
and waging war against us ; " that " h« had exci- 
ted domestic insurrection among us, and endeav- 
ored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontier the 
merciless savages ;" that "our repeated petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury." 
And this arraignment was aptly followed by the 
damning words, that " a Prince, whose charac- 
ter is thus marked by every act which may define 
a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people." 
And surely, a President who has done all these 
things, cannot be less unfit than a Prince. At 
every stage, the responsibility i3 brought directly 
to him. His offence has been both of commis- 
sion and omission. He has done that which he 
ought not to have done, and he has left undone 
that which he ought to have done. By his ac- 
tivity the Prohibition of Slavery was overturned. 
By his failure to act, the honest emigrants in 
Kansas have been left a prey to wrong of all 
kinds. Nullum flagiiium exlitit, nisi per te ; nul- 
lum fiagitium sine te. And now he stands forth 
the most conspicuous enemy of that unhappy 
Territory. 

As the tyranny of the British King is all re- 
newed in the President, so on this floor have the 
•>M indignities been renewed, which embittered 
.md fomented the troubles of our Fathers. The 
curly petition of the American Congress to Par- 
liament, long before any suggestion of Inde- 
pendence, was opposed — like the petitions of 
Kansas — because that body " was assembled 
without any requisition on the part of the 
Supreme Power." Another petition from New 
York, presented by Edmund Burke, was flatly 
rejected, as claiming rights derogatory to Par- 



liament. And still another petition from Mas- 
sachusetts Bay was dismissed as " vexatious 
and scandalous," while the patriot philosopher 
who bore it was exposed to peculiar contumely. 
Throughout the debates, our fathers were made 
the butt of sorry jests and supercilious assump- 
tions. And now these scenes, with the3e precise 
objections, have been renewed in the American 
Senate. 

With regret, I come again upon the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Butlek,] who, omni- 
present in this debate, overflowed with rage at 
the simple suggestion that Kansas had applied 
for admission as a State; and, with incoherent 
phrases, discharged the loose expectoration of 
his speech, now upon her representative, and 
then upon her people. There was no extrava- 
gance of the ancient Parliamentary debate which 
he did not repeat; nor was there any possible 
deviation from truth which he did not make, 
with so much of passion, I am glad to add, 
as to save him from the suspicion of intentional 
aberration. But the Senator touches nothing 
which he does not disfigure — with error, some- 
times of principle, sometimes of fact. He shows 
an incapacity of accuracy, whether in stating 
the Constitution or in stating the law, whether in 
the details of statistics or the diversions of schol- 
arship. He cannot ope his mouth, but out thcr 
flies a blunder. Surely he ought to be famitiar 
with the life of Franklin ; and yet he referred to 
this household character, while acting as agent 
of our fathers in England, as above suspicion ; 
and this was done that he might give point to 
a false contrast with the agent of Kansas — not 
knowing that, however they may differ in genius 
and fame, in this experience they are alike : that 
Franklin, when intrusted with the petition ol 
Massachusetts Bay, was assaulted by a foul- 
mouthed speaker, where he could not be heard 
in defence, and denounced as a " thief," even as 
the agent of Kansas has been assaulted on this 
floor, and denounced as a " forger." And let 
not the vanity of the Senator be inspired by the 
parallel with the British statesmen of that day ; 
for it is only in hostility to Freedom that any 
parallel can be recognised. 

But it is against the people of Kansas that the 
sensibilities of the Senator are particularly arous- 
ed. Coming, as he announces, " from a State" — 
aye, sir, from South Carolina — he turn3 witn 
lordly disgust from this newly-formed communi- 
ty, which he will not recognise even as !l a body 
politic." Pray, sir, by what title does he indulge 
in this egotism ? Has he read the history of " tht 
State" which he represents? He cannot surely 
have forgotten its shameful imbecility from Sla- 
very, confessed throughout the Revolution, fol- 
lowed by its more shameful assumptions for Sla- 
very since. He cannot have forgotten its wretched 
persistence in the slave trade as the very apple of 
its eye, and the condition of its participation in 
the Union. He cannot have forgotten its Consti- 
tution, which is republican only in name, con- 
firming power in the hands of the few, and found- 
ing the qualifications of its legislators on "a set- 
tled freehold estate or ten negroes." And yet tin- 
Senator, to whom that "State " has in part com- 
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mittcd the guardianship of it? good name, instead 
of moving, with backward treating steps, to cover 
its nakedness, rushes forward, in the very ecsta- 
sy of madness, to expose it, by provoking a com- 
parison with Kansas. South Carolina is old ; 
Kansas is young. South Carolina counts by Cen- 
turies, where Kansas counts by years. But a 
beneficent example may be born in a day; and I 
venture to say, that against the two centuries of 
the older "State," may be already set the two 
vears of trial, evolving corresponding virtue, in 
ihe younger community. In the one, is the long 



wail of Slavery ; in the other, the hymns of Free- 
dom. And if we glance at special achievements, 
it will be difficult to find anything in the history 
L>f So-ith Carolina which presents so much of 
heroic spirit in an heroic cause a3 appears in 
that repulse of the Missouri invaders by the be- 
leaguered town of Lawrence, where even the 
women gave their effective efforts to Freedom. 
The matrons of Rome, who poured their jewels 
int3 the treasury for the public defence — the 
wives of Prussia, who, with delicate fingers, 
clothed their defenders against French invasion — 
the mothers of our own Revolution, who sent 
forth their sons, covered over with prayers and 
blessings, to combat for Human Rights, did noth- 
ing of self-sacrifice truer than did these women on 
uiis occasion. Were the whole history of South 
Cirolioa blotted out of existence, from its very 
'•■.'ginning down to the day of the last election of 
'■i • Senator to his present seat on thi.s floor, civ- 
ilisation might lose — I do not say how little; 
bat surely le:s than it has already gained by 
tiie example of Kansas, in its valiant struggle 
against oppression, and in ihe development of a 
aow science of emigration. Already in Law- 
n-ace alone there are newspapers and schools, 
including a High School, and throughout this in- 
fant Territory there is more of mature scholarship, 
in proportion to its inhabitants, than in all South 
Carolina. Ah, sir, I tell the Senator that Kansas, 
welcome.! as a Free State, will be a "ministering 
angel" to the Republic, when South Carolina, in 
the cloak of darkness which she hug3, "lies 
howling. - ' 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dotrr;r.As] nat- 
urally joins the Senator from South Carolina in 
this warfare, and gives to it the superior intensi- 
ty of his nature. He thinks that the National 
(Government has not completely proved its power, 
as it has never hanged a traitor; but, if the oc- ( 



the Fathers and the spirit of the Constitution 

in order to give new spread to Slavery. Let the 

Senator proceed. It will not bo the first time in 

history, that a scaffold erected for punishment 

has become a pedestal of honor. Out of death 

comes life, and tho "traitor'' whom he blindly 

executes will live immortal in the cause. 

For Humanity sweeps onward; where to-day the martyr 
Mauds, 

Oa the morrow crouches Ju.ias, with the silver in his 
hands ; 

Whi'e the hooting mob of yesterday in silent awe return 
To uleun up the scattered asht s into History's golden urn! 



Among these hostile Senators, there is yet an- 
other, with all the prejudices of the Senator from 
South Carolina, butwithouthis generous impulses 
who, on account of his character before the coun- 
try, and the rancor of h is opposition, deserves to be 
named. I mean the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Mason,] who, as the author of the Fugitive Slave 
Bill, has associated himself with a special act of 
inhumanity and tyranny. Of him I shall say lit- 
tie, for he has said little in this debate, though 
within that little was compressed the bitterness 
of a life absorbed in the support of Slavery. He 
holds the commission of Virginia; but he does 
not represent that early Virginia, so dear to our 
hearts, which gave to us the pen of Jefferson, 
by which the equality of men was declared, and 
the sword of Washington, by which Indepent' 1 < 
was secured; but 'he represents that r 'sit 
ginia, from which Washington and Jefferson .n, ,• 
avert their faces, where human beings are Ui i 
as cattle for the shambles, and where a dungeon 
rewards the pious matron who teaches little chil- 
dren to relieve their bondage by reading the Book 
of Life. It is proper that such a Senator, rep- 
resenting such a State, should rail against Free 
Kansas. 

But this is not all. The precedent is still more 
clinching. Thus far I have followed exclusively 
the public documents laid before Congress, and 
illustrated by the debates of that body ; but well- 
authenticated facts, not of record here, make tht 
case stronger still. It is sometimes said that the 
proceedings in Kansas are defective, because they 
originated in a party. This is not true; but even 
if it were true, then would they still find support 
in the example of Michigan, where all the pro- 
ceedings, stretching through successive years, 
began and ended in party. Tho proposed State 
Government was pressed by the Democrats as a 
asiou requires, he hopes there will be no hesi- 1 P ari - V te * f ' and al1 wuo did not embark in it 



tation ; and this threat is directed at Kansas, and 
oven at the friends of Kansas throughout the 
country. Again occurs the parallel with the 
struggles of our Fathers, and I borrow the lan- 
guage or Patrick Henry, when, to the cry from 
the Senator, of " treason," " 

this be treason, make the most of it.*' Sir, it is 
easy to call names: but 1 beg to tell the Senator 
that if the word "traitor-" is in any way applica- 
ble to those who refuse submis-ion to a tvran- 
nical Usurpation, whether in Kansas or Vise- 
where, then nntst some now word, of deeper 
color, be invented, to designate th'i-r- mad spirits 
who would endanger and degrade the Republic, 
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were denounced. Of the Legislative Council, 
which called the first Constitutional Convention 
in 1835. all were Democrats; and in the Conven- 
tion itself, composed of eighty-seven member.", 
only seven were Whigg. The Convention nt 
treason." I replv. "if' 1S36 > which gave the final assent, originated i: 
: a Democratic Convention on the 20th October, 
in tbe county of Wayne, composed of one hun- 
dred and twenty-four delegates, all Democrats, 
who proceeded to resolve — 

'•That ihe flrlegati'* of the Danocratic party of Wajnc. 
«o!emily lmprt-sx'd with the spreading evils and danger.* 
which a rct'iiMiI !o iro into the l.'Mion lias brought upon' th? 
people m" Michigan. earnestly rcotr mend meeting.* lo lie 
immediately convened hy their fellow-citizens it. every 
crui 'ty of the •state, wiih a view 10 the expression of their 
S'Uir.meaiii in fi-.-.>r »f 'h ' -Wiion ami ca'l of an'itier 



risbed sentiments of 
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Convention, in time to eecure our admission into the 
Union before the first of January next." 

Shortly afterwards, a, committee of five, ap- 
pointed by this Convention, all leading Demo- 
'critf, issued a circular, "under the authority of 
the delegates of the county of Wayne," recom- 
mending that the voters throughout Michigan 
should meet and elect delegates to a Convention 
to give the necessary assent to the Act of Con- 
gress. In pursuance of this call, the Convention 
met; and, as it originated in an exclusively party 
recommendation, so it was of an exclusively party 
character. And it was the action of this Con- 
vention that was submitted to Congress, and, 
after discussion in both bodies, on solemn votes, 
approved. 

But the precedent of Michigan has another fea- 
ture, which is entitled to the gravest attention, 
especially at this moment, when citizens engaged 
in the effort to establish a State Government in 
Kansas are openly arrested on the charge of trea- 
son, and we are startled by tidings of the mad- 
dest efforts to press this procedure of preposter- 
ous Tyranny. No such madness prevailed under 
Andrew Jackson; although, during the long 
pendency of the Michigan proceedings, for more 
than fourteen months, the Territorial Govern- 
ment was entirely ousted, and the State Govern- 
ment organized in all its departments. One hun- 
dred and thirty different legislative acts were 
passed, providing for elections, imposing taxes, 
erecting corporations, and establishing courts of 
justice, including a Supreme Court and a Court 
of Chancery. All process was issued in the name 
of the people of the State of Michigan. And yet 
no attempt was made to question the legal valid- 
ity of these proceedings, whether legislative or 
judicial. Least of- all did any menial Governor, 
dressed in a little brief authority, play the fan- 
tastic tricks which we now witness in Kansas ; 
nor did any person, wearing the robes of justice, 
shock high Heaven with the mockery of injustice 
now enacted by emissaries of the President in 
that Territory. No, sir ; nothing >of this kind 
then occurred. Andrew Jackson was President. 

Senators such as these are the natural enemies 
of Kansas, and I introduce them with reluctance, 
simply that the country may understand the 
character of the hostility which must be over- 
come. Arrayed with them, of course, are all who 
unite, under any pretext or apology, in the prop- 
agandism of Human Slavery. To such, indeed, 
the time-honored safeguards of popular rights 
can be a name only, and nothing more. What 
are trial by jury, habeas corpus, the ballot-box, 
the right of petition, the liberty of Kansas, your 
liberty, sir, or mine, to one who lends himself, 
not merely to the support at home, but to the 
propagandism abroad, of that preposterous wrong, 
which denies even the right of a man to himself ! 
Such a cause cnn be maintained only by a prac- 
tical subversion of all rights. It is, therefore, 
merely according to reason that its partisans 
should uphold the Usurpation in Kansas. 

To overthrow this Usurpation is now the spe- 
cial, importunate duty of Congress, admitting of 
no hesitation or postponement. To this end it 
must lift itself from the cabals of candidates, the 



machinations of party, and the low level of vulgar 
strife. It must turn from that Slave Oligarchy 
which now controls the Republic, and refuse to 
be its tool. Let its power be stretched forth to- 
wards this distant Territory, not to bind, but to 
unbind ; not for the oppression of the weak, but 
for the subversion of the tyrannical ; not for the 
prop and maintenance of a revolting Usurpation, 
but for the confirmation of Liberty. 

These are imperial arts, and worthy thee! 
Let it now take its 3tand between the living and 
dead, and cause this plague to be stayed. All this 
it can do ; and if the interests of Slavery did not 
oppose, all this it would do at once, in reverent 
regard for justice, law, and order, driving for away 
all the alarms of war ; nor would it dare to brave 
the shame and punishment of this Great Refusal. 
But the Slave Power dares anything ; and it can 
be conquered only by the united masses of the 
People. From Congress to the People, I appeal. 

Already Public Opinion gathers unwonted 
forces to scourge the aggressors. In the press, 
in daily conversation, wherever two or three are 
gathered together, there the indignant utterance 
finds vent. And trade, by unerring indications, 
attests the growing energy. Public credit in 
Missouri droops. The six per cents of that State, 
which at par should be 102, have sunk to 64] — 
thus at once completing the evidence of 'Jritm . f 
and attesting its punishment. Businc.-* 4 s mj\\ v 
turning from the Assassins and Thugs, that in- 
fest the Missouri River on the way to Kansn.*. 
to seek some safer avenue. And this, though 
not unimportant in itself, is typical of greater 
changes. The political credit of the men who 
uphold the Usurpation, droops even more than 
the stocks ; and the People are turning from all 
those through whom the Assassins and Thugs 
have derived their disgraceful immunity. 

It was said of old, " Cursed be he that re- 
moveth his neighbor's . Landmark. And all the 
people shall say, Amen." — (Deut. xxvii, IV.) Cur- 
sed, it is said, in the city, and in the field ; cursed 
in basket and store ; cursed when thou comest 
in, and cursed when thou goest out. These are 
terrible imprecations ; but if ever any Landmark 
were sacred, it was that by which an immense 
territory was guarded forever against Slavery ; 
and if ever such imprecations could justly de- 
scend upon anyone, they must descend now upon 
all who, not content with the removal of this sa- 
cred Landmark, have since, with criminal com- 
plicity, fostered the incursions of the great 
Wrong against which it was intended to guard. 
But I utter no imprecations. These are r.ot 
my words ; nor is it my part to add to oi 
subtract from thera. But thanks be to God ! 
they find a response in the hearts of an aroused 
People, making them turn from every man. 
whether President, ^r Senator, or Representa- 
tive, who has been engaged in this Crime — es- 
pecially from those who, cradled in free institu- 
tions, are without the apology of education oi 
social prejudice — until of all such those othei 
words of the prophet shall be fulfilled — " I will 
set my face against that man, and make him a 
sign and a proverb, and I will cut him him ofl 
from the midst of my people." — (Ezekiel xiv, 8.) 
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T'l' tiii!^ thus from the authors of this Crime, the 
1\ -i.ii'- will unite once more with the Fathers of 
il-f) Republic, in a just condemnation of Shivery — 
d-termined especially that it shall find no home 
in the National Territories — while the Slave 
Power, in which the Crime had its beginning, 
and by which it is now sustained, will be swept 
into the charnel-house of defunct Tyrannies. 

In this contest, Kansas bravely stands forth — 
the stripling leader, clad in the panoply of 
American institutions. In calmly meeting and 
adopting a frame of Government, her people 
have with intuitive promptitude performed the 
duties of freemen ; and when I consider the diffi- 
culties by which she was beset, I find dignity in 
her attitude. In offering herself for admission into 
the Union as a Free Statu, she presents a single 
issue for the people to decide. And since the Slave 
Poiver now stakes on this issue all its ill-gotten 
supremacy, the People, while vindicating v.>n°-"> 
will at the same time overthrow V.tfo x 
Thus does the contest which she now Begins in- 
volve not only Liberty for herself, but for the 
whole country. God be praised, that she did 
not bend ignobly beneath the yoke I Far away 
on the prairies, she is uow battling for the Lib- 
erty cf all, against the President, who misrepre- 
sents all. Everywhere among those who are not 
^_ •■] -sensible to Right, the generous struggle meets 
' a generous response. From innumerable throb- 
bing hearts go forth the very words of encour- 
•i^i'inent -which, in the sorrowful days of our 
tthers, were sent by Virginia, speaking by the 
Men of Richard Henry Lee, to Massachusetts, in 
the person of her popular tribune, Samuel Adams: 

" Cuaxtilly, Va., June 23, 1774. 
- 1 hope the ^ood people of Hoston will not losvi their 
spirils. under their present henvy oppression, for they will 
i-rrminly Unsupported Uy the oilier Colonies; and the cause 
for which they suffer is so glorious and so deeply inter, 
fsiinjr to the present and future generations, that all Amer- 
ica will owe, in a great measure, their political salvation 
lo the present virtue of Massachusetts' Bay." — (American 
Archives, A k series. Vol. 1, p. 446.) 

In all this sympathy there is strength. But in the 



cause itself tnere is angelic power. Unseon J 
men, the great spirits of History combat by tht 
side of the people of Kansas, breathing a divine 1 
courage. Above all towers the majestic form of 
Washington once morej as on the bloody field 
bidding them to remember those rights of Human 
Nature for which the War of Independence was 
waged. Such a causo, thu3 sustained, is invinei. 
ble. 

The contest, which, beginning in Kansas, has 
reached U3, will soon be transferred from (Jon- 
gross to a broader stage, where every citizen will 
be not only spectator, but actor; and to their 
judgment I confidently appeal. To the People, 
now on the eve of exercising the electoral fran- 
chise, in choosing a Chief Magistrate of the 
Republic, I appeal, to vindicate the electoral 
franchise in Kansas. Let the ballot-box of the 
Union, with multitudinous might, protect the 
• ' illot-box in that Territory. Let the voters 
»*YU;* .>*Ure, while rejoicing in their own rights, 
uoip io' guard the equal rights of distant fellow- 
•citizens ; that the shrines of popular institutions, 
now desecrated, may be sanctified anew ; that the 
ballot-box, now plundered, may be- restored; and 
that the cry, " I am an American citizen," may 
not be seat forth in vain against outrage of every 
kind. In just regard for free labor in that Terri- 
tory, which it is sought to blast by unwelcome 
association with slave labor; in Christian svi... 
pathy with the slave, whom it i3 propositi to la-k 
and to sell there ; in stern condemnation of t],t 
Crime which has been consummated on that 
beautiful soil ; in rescue of fellow-citizens, now 
subjugated to a tyrannical Usurpation; in du- 
tiful respect for the early Fathers, whose as- 
pirations are now ignobly thwarted ; in the 
name of the Constitution, which has been out- 
raged — of the Laws trampled down — of Justice 
banished — of Humanity degraded — of Peace de- 
stroyed — of Freedom crushed to earth ; and, in 
the name of the Heavenly Father, whose service 
is perfect Freedom, I make this last appeal. 



